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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





 FIDES Service – 30 April 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Aprilis 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus IV, April A.D. MMVII

The month of April culminated with the Liturgies of Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday which was also a celebration of World Youth Day at the diocesan level. The next day April 2nd Monday of Holy Week was devoted to the commemoration of John Paul II, with the closing of the diocesan process of canonisation and in the early evening a special Mass presided by Pope Benedict XVI  in St Peter's Square. In the morning of 5th April Holy Thursday the Pope presided the Chrism Mass in St Peter's. In the evening of the same day he started the celebrations of the Easter Triduum Holy Mass “of the Lord's Supper”; the adoration of the Holy Cross on Good Friday in St Peter's followed by the 9pm Stations of the Cross at the Colosseum and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. The next morning he presided Easter Day Mass in St Peter's Square and gave his Easter Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing from the central balcony of St Peter's. In his Easter Message to the world the Pope recalled serious natural disasters in many parts of the world and the suffering afflicting countless people. The Pope said – “I am thinking of what happened recently in Madagascar, in Solomon Islands, in Latin America and other parts of the world”. And again: “I am thinking of the scourge of hunger, of incurable diseases, of terrorism and kidnapping of people, of the thousand faces of violence which some people attempt to justify in the name of religion, of contempt for life, of the violation of human rights and the exploitation of persons. I look with apprehension at the conditions prevailing in several regions of Africa...”. He then recalled the people of East Timor, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, the Middle East region, Iraq “torn apart by continual slaughter as the civil population flees”. “In Lebanon - the Pope said - the paralysis of the country’s political institutions threatens the role that the country is called to play in the Middle East and puts its future seriously in jeopardy”. On the second Sunday of Easter 15 April the Pope celebrated Mass in St Peter's Square on the occasion of his 80th birthday, which was the next day. In the second half of April the Pope made a Pastoral Visit to the northern Italian cities of Vigevano and  Pavia, the only dioceses in Italy not visited by John Paul II. In Pavia at the Basilica of St Peter in Golden Heavens Pope Benedict XVI prayed at the tomb of Saint Augustine, 4th century Bishop of Hippo.

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 April 2007 - Palm Sunday Procession and Mass

2 April 2007 - Holy Mass on the 2nd anniversary of the death of John Paul II

4 April 2007 – General Audience

4 April 2007 – Letter to Cardinal Eduardo Martínez Somalo at the end of his service as Camerlengo

5 April 2007 – Holy Thursday Homily during the Chrism Mass 

5 April 2007 – Holy Thursday Homily during evening Mass of the Last Supper 

6 April 2007 – Good Friday address at the end of the Stations of the Cross at the Colosseum

7 April 2007 – Easter Vigil Mass and Homily 

8 April 2007 – Easter Sunday Mass 

8 April 2007 - Easter Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing

9 April 2007 – Regina Coeli

11 April 2007 - General Audience

15 April 2007 - Eucharistic Celebration for the 80th birthday of Pope Benedict XVI 

15 April 2007 – Regina Coeli

16 April 2007 – The Pope's Address to College of Cardinals on the occasion of his 80th birthday 

18 April 2007 – General Audience

21 April 2007 – Pastoral Visit to Vigevano and Pavia (I)

22 April 2007 – Pastoral Visit to Vigevano and Pavia (II)

22 April 2007 – Pastoral Visit to Vigevano and Pavia (III)

24 April 2007 – Letter to the  Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany

24 April 2007 – Audience to the President of the Palestinian Authorities

25 April 2007 – General Audience

29 April 2007 – Ordination of 22 priests for the diocese of Rome 

29 April 2007 – Regina Coeli

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Augustine

The Sick

Baptism

John Paul II

Eighty Years

The Lord's Passion 

Easter

Priests

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission - Catholics in Beijing celebrated Easter with joy and deep emotion. "Joy because after so much suffering in his passion Christ is risen and this reflects on our own faith life and gives us new hope: "I like the other priests lost my voice, hearing confessions, preparing and celebrating Mass, but the fruits of evangelisation thanks to the Risen Lord are a great reward". 
Life - “ No Mexican shall dare to attack a new human life developing in the mother's womb”. Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera recalls John Paul II exhortation to safeguard life and ban abortion 

Life - Bishops of Mexico launch National Peace and Justice Crusade to fight present situation of violence: human life must be respected from conception to natural end 
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Diocesan stage of the Cause of Beatification of John Paul II concluded; Cardinal Ruini: “from contact with Karol Wojtyła there emerged and there continues to emerge a flood of impulse to live the Gospel:””

VATICAN – A first approach to the “Jesus of Nazareth” of Benedict XVI – 

Rev. Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 April 2007 – Mass on Palm Sunday

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI opens Holy Week with Palm Sunday procession and Mass: “May the Lord help us to open the door of our heart, the door of the world so that in His Son the living God may come in our day, in our life.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “In the Palm Sunday procession we join the crowds of joyful disciples who accompanied the Lord on his entrance into Jerusalem. Like them we greatly praise the Lord for all the wonders we have seen”. These were the opening words of Pope Benedict XVI’s homily during Mass on April 1 Palm Sunday in St Peter’s Square. In procession with young people, clergy, bishops and cardinals the Pope went to the centre of the square where he blessed the palms and olive branches and moved up the steps to the Basilica for the Mass. In the square were thousands of young people from all over the world, many from the diocese of Rome, who had come to celebrate the 22nd World Youth Day with the Pope.
“We too have seen and continue to see the wonders worked by Christ - the Pope said in the homily -, how he leads men and women to renounce the commodities of life and put themselves totally at the service of the suffering; how He gives men and women the courage to oppose violence and mistruth, to make space in the world for truth; how in secret He leads men and women to do good to others, prompts reconciliation where there is hatred, creates peace where there is enmity”.
Explaining the sense of a procession, the Pope said “it is first of all an act of joyful witness to Jesus Christ in whom God has made his Face visible and through whom God has opened his heart to us … the Palm Sunday procession is also a procession for Christ the King: we profess the royalty of Jesus Christ, we recognised Jesus as the Son of David, the true Solomon, the King of peace and justice. To recognise Him as king means to accept Him as the One who shows the way, whom we trust, whom we follow… for us the Palm Sunday procession today - as then for the disciples - is first of all an expression of joy, because we know Jesus, he allows us to be His friends and he gives us the key to life. This initial joy is also an expression of our "yes" to Jesus and our willingness to follow Him wherever he leads us.”
If the procession is also a symbolic representation of what we call "discipleship", it is right to ask ourselves what it means to follow Christ. The Pope said for the first disciples the meaning was immediate and simple: “it meant leaving their profession, their business, their life to go with Jesus... discipleship was exterior but at the same time also most intimate. The exterior aspect was walking behind Jesus on his pilgrimage across Palestine; intimately it meant giving new direction to life, points of reference were no longer business, work which supplied a livelihood, one’s personal will, but rather abandoning oneself entirely to the will of the Other”. This attitudes indicates the meaning of discipleship in our day: “it is a question of changing life from within. It means I must no longer be closed in on myself, considering my self-realisation the principal purpose of my life.. It means making a fundamental decision to no longer consider utility, profit, career, success as the ultimate goals of life, but to recognise instead truth and love as the authentic criteria. It is a question of choosing either to live for myself alone or to give myself for something far greater.”
Palm Sunday liturgy includes Psalm 24 [23], which “interprets the inward ascension of which the exterior going up is the image and explains once again what it means to ‘go up’ with Christ”. The question "who will go up the mount of the Lord?" is answered with two essential conditions. “Those who go up and truly wish to go up high, to reach authentic height, must be people who think about God. People in search of God, people looking for his Face”. The Pope urged those present not to let themselves be carried here and there in life, not to be content with what others think and do. The second condition for going up is to have innocent hands and a pure heart. “Innocent hands - the Pope said - are hands not used for acts of violence, hands not sullied with corruption and bribes … a pure heart is sincere, not tainted by mistruth and hypocrisy. A pure heart is transparent like water from the source, it is never double-faced. A pure heart does not alienate itself with the intoxication of pleasure; its love is true, not only a passing moment of passion.”
The psalm closes with a liturgical entrance into the temple: with the wood of His cross, with the power of His love Jesus gives himself, “from the side of the world He knocks on the door of God; from the side of a world which could not find the way to God. With his cross Jesus has opened wide the door to God, the door between God and mankind. Now the door is open. But with his cross the Lord knocks also the other way: he knocks on the doors of the world, on the doors of our hearts, which are often closed to God and so tightly”. The Pope concluded: “May the Lord help us to open the door of our heart, the door of the world so that in His Son the living God may come in our day, in our life.” At the end of the Mass the Pope greeted visitors in different languages and wished everyone a “Holy Week rich in spiritual fruits”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2007 - righe 67, parole 1.049)

2 April 2007 - Holy Mass on the occasion of the 2nd anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI presides Mass on the 2nd anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II: “the intense and fruitful pastoral ministry and even more the calvary of the agony and serene death of our beloved Pope helped the men and women of our day to realise that for him Jesus Christ was ‘everything’

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “Two years ago, a little later in the evening, our beloved Pope John Paul II left this world for the House of the Father. With the celebration of this Mass we wish first of all to once again thank God for having given him to us for 27 years as our father and trustworthy guide in the faith, zealous bishop and courageous prophet of hope, tireless witness and passionate servant of God’s love. At the same time we offer this Eucharistic Sacrifice for the repose of his chosen soul”. With these words Pope Benedict XVI began his homily during the Mass on 2 April celebrated in St Peter’s Square on the 2nd anniversary of the death of the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II. The Mass was concelebrated by cardinals and bishops and the square was filled with thousands of people from all over the world, particularly from Poland the late Pope’s homeland. The Holy Father remarked that the anniversary fell in the spiritual atmosphere of Holy Week, and reflecting on the Gospel proclaimed during the Mass he said: “The supper in Bethany was a prelude to the death of Jesus in the sign of the anointing with which Mary honoured the Master and which He accepted in view of his burial. But it is also an announcement of the resurrection through the presence of Lazarus, an eloquent witness of Christ’s power over death”. Mary of Bethany, " brought in a pound of very costly ointment, pure nard, and with it anointed the feet of Jesus, wiping them with her hair; " (Jn 12,3): this gesture “speaks of her love for Christ, a wondrous, overabundant love, like the ‘very precious’ ointment poured on his feet. A fact which symptomatically scandalised Judas Iscariot: the logic of love clashes with that of self advantage”. That anointing “evokes John Paul’s luminous testimony of unreserved and unsparing love for Christ - Pope Benedict XVI said -. The ‘scent’ of his love ‘filled the house (Jn 12,3), that is the whole Church … the love Pope Wojtyła had for Christ was so strong and intense that, we might say, it overflowed in every region of the world... the intense and fruitful pastoral ministry and even more the calvary of the agony and serene death of our beloved Pope helped the men and women of our day to realise that for him Jesus Christ was ‘everything’. The fecundity of the witness of Pope John Paul II is rooted in the Cross - the Holy Father continued -. In the life of Karol Wojtyła the word ‘cross’ was not only a word. From his childhood and youth he experience grief and death … especially with the slow but implacable advance of the illness which little by little robbed him of everything, his entire existence became an offering to Christ, a living announcement of His passion and of faith-filled hope in the resurrection. His pontificate unfurled under the banner of ‘prodigal’, generous and unreserved service. For a long time he had been preparing for the final encounter with Jesus as the repeated drafting of his Will documents … He died while praying. Truly he fell asleep in the Lord.” Returning to the Gospel “…and the scent of the ointment filled the house” (Jn 12,3), the Pope said “the perfume of his faith, hope and charity filled the Pope’s home, it filled St Peter’s Square, it filled the Church and spread to the whole world. What happened after his death was, for those who believe, the effect of that "perfume" which reached everyone near and far drawing them towards a man whom God had gradually conformed to His Christ”. To him we can truly apply the words: “Behold my servant whom I sustain”. John Paul II was an authentic “Servant of God” Pope Benedict XVI underlined: “this he was and thus we call him in the Church during the speedy process of his beatification of which the diocesan enquiry into his life, virtues and fame of holiness closed this morning: Servant of God, a title particularly appropriate for him. The Lord called him to serve on the path of the priesthood opening ever vaster horizons before him”. Pope Benedict XVI concluded urging those present to open their hearts to hope, as the Psalmist exhorts, and saying he was certain that in the communion of Saints, the beloved John Paul II, from the House of the Father, never ceases to accompany the Church on her journey: “May the Totus tuus of our beloved Pontiff prompt us to follow him on the path of self-giving to Christ through the intercession of Mary into whose maternal hands we entrust this father, brother and friend that he may rest in God in peace and joy.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2007 - righe 57, parole 849)

4 April 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience: “ Today's liturgy for Wednesday of Holy Week already introduces us into the dramatic atmosphere of the coming days, steeped in the memory of the Passion and death of Christ ”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “ As the Lenten journey which began with Ash Wednesday nears its end, today's liturgy for Wednesday of Holy Week already introduces us into the dramatic atmosphere of the coming days, steeped in the memory of the Passion and death of Christ”. This was how Pope Benedict XVI began his teaching during the General Audience this morning in which he reflected in the Easter Triduum which begins tomorrow Holy Thursday . “ During the Chrism Mass, the Pope said - which can be considered the prelude to the Sacred Triduum, the diocesan Bishop and his closest collaborators, the priests, surrounded by the People of God, renew the promises they made on the day of priestly Ordination. Year after year, this is an intense moment of ecclesial communion that highlights the gift of the ministerial priesthood which Christ bequeathed to his Church on the eve of his death on the Cross. And for every priest it is a moving moment in this vigil of the Passion in which the Lord gave himself to us, gave us the Sacrament of the Eucharist, gave us the priesthood. It is a day that touches all our hearts. The Oils for the celebration of the Sacraments are then blessed: the Oil of the Catechumens, the Oil of the Sick and the Holy Chrism. In the evening, entering the Easter Triduum, the Christian community relives what happened at the Last Supper in the Mass of the Lord's Supper. In the Upper Room, the Redeemer wanted to anticipate the sacrifice of his life in the Sacrament of the bread and wine changed into his Body and Blood: he anticipated his death, he freely gave his life, he offered the definitive gift of himself to humanity. With the washing of the feet, the gesture with which, having loved his own, he loved them to the end is repeated (cf. Jn 13: 1), and he bequeathed this act of humility to his disciples as their "badge": love unto death. After the Mass of the Lord's Supper, the liturgy invites the faithful to pause in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, reliving Jesus' agony in Gethsemane. And we see that the disciples fell asleep, leaving their Lord on his own. Today too, we, his disciples, are often asleep. On this holy night of Gethsemane, let us be vigilant, not wanting to leave the Lord on his own at this time; thus, we can better understand the mystery of Holy Thursday, which embraces the supreme, threefold gift of the ministry of the Priesthood, the Eucharist and the new Commandment of Love (agape)."

The Pope spoke about Good Friday , which commemorates the events between Christ's condemnation to death and his Crucifixion". "It is a day of penance, fasting and prayer, of participation in the Lord's Passion. At the prescribed hour, the Christian Assembly, with the help of the Word of God and liturgical actions, renews the history of human infidelity to the divine plan, which was nonetheless brought about exactly in this way; and it listens once again to the moving narrative of the Lord's sorrowful Passion. The Assembly then addresses to the Heavenly Father a long "prayer of the faithful" which embraces all the needs of the Church and of the world. Subsequently, the community adores the Cross and receives the Eucharist, consuming the sacred species reserved from the Mass of the Lord's Supper on the previous day. In commenting on Good Friday, St John Chrysostom observes: "First, the Cross stood for contempt, but today it is something venerable; before it was the symbol of condemnation, today it is the hope of salvation. It has truly become a source of infinite good; it has freed us from error, it has dispelled our shadows, it has reconciled us with God, it has transformed us from being enemies of God to being members of his family, from being strangers to being his neighbours: this Cross is the destruction of enmity, the source of peace, the casket of our treasure" (cf. De Cruce et Latrone I, 1, 4). To relive the Redeemer's Passion more intensely, the Christian tradition has developed many manifestations of popular piety, including the well-known Good Friday processions with the evocative rites, repeated each year. However, there is one pious practice, the "Way of the Cross", which offers us throughout the year the possibility of impressing the mystery of the Cross ever more deeply on our minds, of accompanying Christ along this path and thus being inwardly conformed to him. We could say that the Way of the Cross teaches us, in the words of St Leo the Great, to "look at the Crucified Jesus with the eyes of the heart, to recognise in his flesh our own" (Talk 15, on the Lord's Passion). Precisely in this lies the true Christian wisdom which we want to learn by taking the Way of the Cross on Good Friday at the Colosseum.”.

Then Holy Saturday, “the day when the liturgy is hushed, the day of great silence, and Christians are invited to preserve interior recollection, often difficult to encourage in our day, in order to be better prepared for the Easter Vigil”. (P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 4/4/2007 - righe 51, parole 778)

5 April 2007 – Letter to Cardinal Eduardo Martínez Somalo

VATICAN – Letter to Cardinal Eduardo Martínez Somalo on the occasion of his resignation from the office of Camerlengo of Holy Roman Church
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI thanked Cardinal Eduardo Martínez Somalo at the end of his service as Camerlengo of Holy Roman Church, with these words: “On the day dedicated to the Solemnity of the Annunciation, soon after your 80th birthday, you wrote me a letter informing me of your resignation from the office of Camerlengo of Holy Roman Church, in accordance with the prescriptions of the Apostolic Constitution Universi Dominici Gregis. In accepting your resignation from this important office, I would like to express to you my warm gratitude for the diligence, competence and love with which you have carried out this delicate task at the service of the Holy See and of the universal Church. While I am pleased to recall the long and dedicated service that closely bound your priestly and episcopal ministry to the Apostolic See, I would like in particular to express to you my deep appreciation for the great dignity and solemn sobriety with which you carried out your role as Camerlengo of Holy Roman Church, at the moment of the devout death of the late Pope John Paul II, on the occasion of the extraordinary demonstration of faith during the funeral of the beloved Pontiff, during the entire period of the Vacancy of the Apostolic See and in carrying out the tasks of the Conclave for the election of the new Pope. As your high office as Camerlengo and your other important offices in the various Dicasteries of the Roman Curia come to an end, I am sure that the memory of all the good you have done will be a comfort to you and a cause of thanksgiving and praise to the Lord. With the Easter celebrations at hand, I would like to address joyful good wishes to you for every good and prosperity in Jesus Christ, as I invoke upon you the loving protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the Saints, imparting to you as a pledge the special Apostolic Blessing which I warmly grant to you, Your Eminence, and all those who affectionately surround you”. (P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 5/4/2007 - righe 20, parole 297)

5 April 2007 – Homily during Chrism Mass in the morning of Holy Thursday

VATICAN – “ Let us ask the Lord to keep all hostility away from our hearts, to remove from us every feeling of self-sufficiency and truly to clothe ourselves with the vestment of love, so that we may be luminous persons and not belong to darkness. ”: the Pope told his priests during the Chrism Mass in the morning of Holy Thursday

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI presided this morning in St Peter's Basilica the Chrism mass with the clergy of his diocese of Rome Cardinals and Bishops also concelebrated. During the Mass there was the renewal of priestly vows and then the Pope blessed the sacred oils used in the Sacraments of Baptism, Conference, Ordination and the Anointing of the Sick.

During his Homily, the Pope recalled a story written by Leo Tolstoi about a harsh sovereign who asks “ his priests and sages to show him God so that he might see him. The wise men were unable to satisfy his desire. Then a shepherd, who was just coming in from the fields, volunteered to take on the task of the priests and sages. From him the king learned that his eyes were not good enough to see God. Then, however, he wanted to know at least what God does. "To be able to answer your question", the shepherd said to the king, "we must exchange our clothes". Somewhat hesitant but impelled by curiosity about the information he was expecting, the king consented; he gave the shepherd his royal robes and had himself dressed in the simple clothes of the poor man. Then came the answer: "This is what God does". Indeed, the Son of God, true God from true God, shed his divine splendour: "he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men; and being found in human form he humbled himself..., even unto death on a cross" (cf. Phil 2: 6ff.). God, as the Fathers say, worked the sacrum commercium, the sacred exchange: he took on what was ours, so that we might receive what was his and become similar to God”. The Pope then said “ St Paul explicitly uses the image of clothing: "For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal 3: 27).  “ This - the Pope said - is what is fulfilled in Baptism: we put on Christ, he gives us his garments and these are not something external. It means that we enter into an existential communion with him, that his being and our being merge, penetrate one another. "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me", is how Paul himself describes the event of his Baptism in his Letter to the Galatians (2: 20). Christ has put on our clothes: the pain and joy of being a man, hunger, thirst, weariness, our hopes and disappointments, our fear of death, all our apprehensions until death. And he has given to us his "garments". What in the Letter to the Galatians Paul describes as a simple "fact" of Baptism - the gift of new being - he presents to us in the Letter to the Ephesians as an ongoing task: "Put off your old nature which belongs to your former manner of life... and [you must] put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Therefore, putting away falsehood, let everyone speak the truth with his neighbour, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin..." (Eph 4: 22-26). 

The Pope continued: “ Just as in Baptism an "exchange of clothing" is given, an exchanged destination, a new existential communion with Christ, so also in priesthood there is an exchange: in the administration of the sacraments, the priest now acts and speaks "in persona Christi". In the sacred mysteries, he does not represent himself and does not speak expressing himself, but speaks for the Other, for Christ. Thus, in the Sacraments, he dramatically renders visible what being a priest means in general; what we have expressed with our "Adsum - I am ready", during our consecration to the priesthood: I am here so that you may make use of me. We put ourselves at the disposal of the One who "died for all, that those who live might live no longer for themselves..." (II Cor 5: 15). Putting ourselves at Christ's disposal means that we allow ourselves to be attracted within his "for all": in being with him we can truly be "for all.” The Holy Father then explained that at the moment of priestly Ordination, the Church has also made this reality of "new clothes" visible and comprehensible externally through being clothed in liturgical vestments.  Putting on priestly vestments was once accompanied by prayers that helped us understand better each single element of the priestly ministry. Let us start with the amice. In the past - and in monastic orders still today - it was first placed on the head as a sort of hood, thus becoming a symbol of the discipline of the senses and of thought necessary for a proper celebration of Holy Mass. My thoughts must not wander here and there due to the anxieties and expectations of my daily life; my senses must not be attracted by what there, inside the church, might accidentally captivate the eyes and ears. My heart must open itself docilely to the Word of God and be recollected in the prayer of the Church, so that my thoughts may receive their orientation from the words of the proclamation and of prayer. And the gaze of my heart must be turned toward the Lord who is in our midst: this is what the ars celebrandi means: the proper way of celebrating. If I am with the Lord, then, with my listening, speaking and acting, I will also draw people into communion with him”. (P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 5/4/2007 - righe 57, parole 870)

5 April 2007 – Homily during the Lord's Supper Mass on Holy Thursday at the Basilica of St John Lateran 

VATICAN – “Thus, the Cross was at the centre of the new Passover of Jesus. From it came the new gift brought by him, and so it lives on for ever in the Blessed Eucharist in which, down the ages, we can celebrate the new Passover with the Apostles”: the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presides Holy Mass of the Lord's Supper .

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the Afternoon of Holy Thursday 5 April, in the Basilica of St John Lateran, the Pope presided the mass of the Lord's Supper during which he washed of the feet of twelve young men members of lay associations in the diocese of Rome. A special collection was taken to enable the Pope to support a Catholic Dispensary in Baidoa in Somalia. At the end of the Mass the Pope carried the Blessed Sacrament in procession to the Chapel of Repose for all night adoration.


The Holy Father concluded his long articulated homily as follows" Thus, the Cross was at the centre of the new Passover of Jesus. From it came the new gift brought by him, and so it lives on for ever in the Blessed Eucharist in which, down the ages, we can celebrate the new Passover with the Apostles. From Christ's Cross comes the gift. "No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord". He now offers it to us. The paschal haggada, the commemoration of God's saving action, has become a memorial of the Cross and Resurrection of Christ - a memorial that does not simply recall the past but attracts us within the presence of Christ's love. Thus, the berakah, Israel's prayer of blessing and thanksgiving, has become our Eucharistic celebration in which the Lord blesses our gifts - the bread and wine - to give himself in them. 
Let us pray to the Lord that he will help us to understand this marvellous mystery ever more profoundly, to love it more and more, and in it, to love the Lord himself ever more. Let us pray that he will increasingly draw us to himself with Holy Communion. Let us pray that he will help us not to keep our life for ourselves but to give it to him and thus to work with him so that people may find life: the true life which can only come from the One who himself is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Amen. ”.(P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 5/4/2007 - righe 21, parole 331)

6 April 2007 – Address after the Stations of the Cross at the Colosseum

VATICAN – “ Let us pray to the Lord that he will truly give us a heart of flesh, that he will make us messengers of his love not only with words, but with our entire life”: the Pope speaks to the people gathered at the Colosseum on Good Friday evening. 

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In the evening of Good Friday Pope Benedict XVI preside the devotion of the Stations of the Cross broadcast live on world television. The meditations this year were written by Mgr Gianfranco Ravasi, prefect of the Ambrosian Library in Milan. At the end of the prayer the Pope gave the following address: “ Dear Brothers and Sisters, By following Jesus on the way of his Passion we not only see the Passion of Jesus, but we also see all the suffering in the world, and this is the profound intention of the prayer of the Way of the Cross: to open our hearts and to help us to see with our heart. The Fathers of the Church considered insensitivity and hardness of heart the greatest sin of the pagan world and were fond of the Prophet Ezekiel's prophecy: "I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh" (cf. Ez 36: 26). Being converted to Christ, becoming Christian, meant receiving a heart of flesh, a heart sensitive to the passion and suffering of others. Our God is not a remote God, intangible in his blessedness. Our God has a heart. Indeed, he has a heart of flesh; he was made flesh precisely to be able to suffer with us and to be with us in our suffering. He was made man to give us a heart of flesh and to reawaken within us love for the suffering, for the destitute. Let us pray to the Lord at this time for all the suffering people of the world. Let us pray to the Lord that he will truly give us a heart of flesh, that he will make us messengers of his love not only with words, but with our entire life. Amen”. (P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2007 - righe 18, parole 291)

7 April 2007 – Homily during the Easter Vigil Mass

VATICAN – “This is the joy of the Easter Vigil: we are free. In the resurrection of Jesus, love has been shown to be stronger than death, stronger than evil ”: the Pope presides Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - At 10pm on Holy Saturday 7 April, the Pope presided the solemn Easter Vigil Mass in St Peter's starting in the Hall with the blessing of the Easter fire and the lighting of the Paschal Candle. The procession to the centre altar with the Paschal Candle and the singing of the Exsultet, was followed by the Liturgy of the Word, the Liturgy of Baptism and the Eucharistic Liturgy. The Pope administered the sacraments of Christian initiation to six adults of various nationalities and the Sacrament of Baptism to two children.

During his Homily, the Pope recalled the significance of the Easter Vigil: “This is the joy of the Easter Vigil - the Pope said - : we are free”. “ In the resurrection of Jesus, love has been shown to be stronger than death, stronger than evil. Love made Christ descend, and love is also the power by which he ascends. The power by which he brings us with him. In union with his love, borne aloft on the wings of love, as persons of love, let us descend with him into the world’s darkness, knowing that in this way we will also rise up with him. On this night, then, let us pray: Lord, show us that love is stronger than hatred, that love is stronger than death. Descend into the darkness and the abyss of our modern age, and take by the hand those who await you. Bring them to the light! In my own dark nights, be with me to bring me forth! Help me, help all of us, to descend with you into the darkness of all those people who are still waiting for you, who out of the depths cry unto you! Help us to bring them your light! Help us to say the “yes” of love, the love that makes us descend with you and, in so doing, also to rise with you. Amen!”. (P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2007 - righe 20, parole 299)

8 April 2007 – Holy Mass on Easter Sunday

VATICAN – The Pope presides Mass in St Peter's Square on Easter Sunday 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - At 10.30 am on 8 April Easter Sunday Pope Benedict XVI presided the celebration of Mass in St Peter's Square in the presence of the faithful of Rome and from all over the world, At the end of the Mass the Pope went to the central balcony of the Basilica to deliver his traditional Easter Message and impart his Urbi et Orbi Blessing, to the city and to the world. (P.R.) (Agenzia Fides 8/4/2007 - righe 4, parole 50)

8 April 2007 - Easter Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing

VATICAN Pope Benedict XVI delivers Easter Message: “men and women of today expect from Christians a renewed witness to the resurrection of Christ; they need to encounter Him and to know Him as true God and true man.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “My Lord and my God!” We too renew that profession of faith of Thomas. I have chosen these words for my Easter greetings this year, because the men and women of today expect from Christians a renewed witness to the resurrection of Christ; they need to encounter Him and to know Him as true God and true man.” With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addressed the people gathered in St Peter’s Square or connected by radio an television on Easter Sunday 8 April, in his Easter Message delivered from the central balcony of St Peter’s Basilica. “If we can recognise in this Apostle the doubts and uncertainties of so many Christians today, the fears and disappointments of many of our contemporaries, with him we can also rediscover with renewed conviction, faith in Christ dead and risen for us. This faith, handed down through the centuries by the successors of the Apostles, continues on because the Risen Lord dies no more. He lives in the Church and guides it firmly towards the fulfilment of his eternal design of salvation” the Pope said.
On the day we celebrate “the great mystery, the foundation of Christian faith and hope”, Pope Benedict XVI described the sentiments of the women who went to the tomb “sadness and dismay at the death of their Lord”, whereas the Apostles’ faith in Jesus “had been submitted to a severe trial by the scandal of the cross. At his arrest, his condemnation and death, they were dispersed. Now they are together again, perplexed and bewildered. But the Risen One himself comes in response to their thirst for greater certainty. This encounter was not a dream or an illusion or a subjective imagination; it was a real experience, even if unexpected, and all the more striking for that reason”. The incredulity of Thomas, absent when the Risen Lord appears to the Apostles for the first time, “is most valuable to us in these cases because it helps to purify all false concepts of God and leads us to discover his true face: the face of a God who, in Christ, has taken upon himself the wounds of injured humanity. Thomas has received from the Lord, and has in turn transmitted to the Church, the gift of a faith put to the test by the passion and death of Jesus and confirmed by meeting him risen. His faith was almost dead but was born again thanks to his touching the wounds of Christ, those wounds that the Risen One did not hide but showed, and continues to point out to us in the trials and sufferings of every human being. “By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Pt 2:24). This is the message Peter addressed to the early converts… These wounds that Christ has received for love of us help us to understand who God is and to repeat: “My Lord and my God!” Only a God who loves us to the extent of taking upon himself our wounds and our pain, especially innocent suffering, is worthy of faith..”
Benedict XVI recalled the many wounds and suffering in the world today: “My thoughts go to recent events in Madagascar, in the Solomon Islands, in Latin America and in other regions of the world. I am thinking of the scourge of hunger, of incurable diseases, of terrorism and kidnapping of people, of the thousand faces of violence which some people attempt to justify in the name of religion, of contempt for life, of the violation of human rights and the exploitation of persons. I look with apprehension at the conditions prevailing in several regions of Africa. In Darfur and in the neighbouring countries there is a catastrophic, and sadly to say underestimated, humanitarian situation. In Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo the violence and looting of the past weeks raises fears for the future of the Congolese democratic process and the reconstruction of the country. In Somalia the renewed fighting has driven away the prospect of peace and worsened a regional crisis, especially with regard to the displacement of populations and the traffic of arms. Zimbabwe is in the grip of a grievous crisis and for this reason the Bishops of that country in a recent document indicated prayer and a shared commitment for the common good as the only way forward. Likewise the population of East Timor stands in need of reconciliation and peace as it prepares to hold important elections. Elsewhere too, peace is sorely needed: in Sri Lanka only a negotiated solution can put an end to the conflict that causes so much bloodshed; Afghanistan is marked by growing unrest and instability; In the Middle East, besides some signs of hope in the dialogue between Israel and the Palestinian authority, nothing positive comes from Iraq, torn apart by continual slaughter as the civil population flees. In Lebanon the paralysis of the country’s political institutions threatens the role that the country is called to play in the Middle East and puts its future seriously in jeopardy. Finally, I cannot forget the difficulties faced daily by the Christian communities and the exodus of Christians from that blessed Land which is the cradle of our faith. I affectionately renew to these populations the expression of my spiritual closeness.” Lastly the Pope recalled “by his rising the Lord has not taken suffering and evil away from the world instead He has vanquished them at their roots by the superabundance of his grace. He has countered the arrogance of evil with the supremacy of his love. He has left us the love that does not fear death,”. Before expressing Easter greetings in 62 languages and giving his Orbi and Orbi blessing the Pope concluded: “Christ is risen and he is alive among us. It is he who is the hope of a better future.… United to him and ready to offer our lives for our brothers (cf. 1 Jn 3:16), let us become apostles of peace, messengers of a joy that does not fear pain - the joy of the Resurrection”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2007 - righe 62, parole 959)

9 April 2007 - VATICAN - “Those who encounter the Risen Jesus and entrust themselves to him with docility need never fear again. This is the message which Christians are called to carry to the far corners of the earth”: Benedict XVI says at the midday prayer Regina Cæli on Easter Monday
Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - The profound “spiritual joy” which comes from the celebration of Easter, the “unspeakable joy” experienced by Mary Magdalene and the other Mary when they saw the Risen Lord, the necessity for Christians to spread the news of the Resurrection “to the ends of the earth”, were the subjects of the reflections the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI proposed to the people of Castel Gandolfo and visitors gathered in the Pope’s Summer Residence for the recitation of the midday prayer of the Regina Cæli on Easter Monday, 9 April. 
“We are still filled with spiritual rejoicing which the solemn celebrations of Easter give to the hearts of believers. Christ is risen! To this great mystery the Liturgy dedicates not just one but no less than fifty days, the whole Season of Easter which concludes with Pentecost” said Pope Benedict XVI in his reflections before the midday Marian prayer. Recalling the Gospel of the day when Mary of Magdala and the other Mary are on their way to the tomb: the Risen Lord comes towards them and says: " 'Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers that they must leave for Galilee; there they will see me." (Mt 28,10) the Pope said “They experienced truly unspeakable joy when they saw the Lord, and filled with enthusiasm they ran to tell the disciples. To us today, like those women who stayed with Jesus during his Passion, the Risen Lord says we must not be afraid to spread the news of His resurrection. Those who encounter the Risen Christ and entrust themselves to Him with docility need never fear again. This is the message that Christians are called to spread to far corners of the world. Christian faith is born not from accepting a doctrine but from an encounter with a Person, with Christ who died and is risen”. The Pope said that every day presents “many opportunities to communicate our faith to others in a simple convinced manner. And it is more than ever urgent for the men and women of our day to know and encounter Jesus also through our example, that they may let themselves be captured by Him.” Urging those present to contemplate Mary “happier than anyone else to re-embrace her divine Son whom she had held dead in her arms when He was taken down from the Cross”, the Pope asked Mary to intercede “that our faith in the resurrection will remain strong and render us messengers of the Risen Christ’s hope and love.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2007; righe 27, parole 416)

11 April 2007 - General Audience

VATICAN - “We too, like Mary of Magdala, Thomas and the other apostles, are called to be witnesses to Christ’s death and resurrection. We cannot keep such great news to ourselves. We must share it with the whole world”: the Pope’s Wednesday Audience teaching

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Pope came from Castel Gandolfo, where he is resting after a busy Easter schedule, to give his weekly general audience to about 35,000 visitors gathered in St Peter’s Square on April 11. In his catechesis the Pope reflected on the Risen Lord’s meetings with various people: Mary of Magdala and the other women who had gone to the tomb, the apostles gathered in the Upper Room, Thomas and other disciples. “These apparitions - the Pontiff said -call us to reflect on the fundamental message of Easter; to walk the same spiritual path as those who encountered Christ and recognised him in those first days after the events of Easter”. For the Fathers of the Church, Peter and John running to the tomb “encourage us to take part in the only legitimate competition among believers: the competition to encounter Christ. And what can we say about Mary of Magdala? She weeps at the empty tomb and longs to know where they have taken her Master. She finds and recognises Him when He calls her by name. We too, if we seek the Lord with a simple and sincere heart, will meet him, indeed He will come to meet us; he will say who he is, and call us by name, so we may enter the intimacy of his love.”
To comment on the meeting between the Risen Lord and the disciples at Emmaus, the day’s Gospel, the Holy Father quoted St Augustine of Hippo: “Jesus breaks the bread, we recognise him. We no longer say we do not know Christ! If we believe in him, we know him! Indeed if we believe in him, we have him! They had Christ at their table; we have him in our souls!” And he concludes: “To have Christ in one’s heart is much more than having him in one’s home: in fact our heart is much more intimate to us than our home” (Discourse 232, VII, 7). Pope Benedict XVI mentioned two other meetings with the Risen Lord. “To Mary of Magdala Jesus said: ‘‘do not cling to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.’ (Jn 20, 17). A surprising statement if compared with what happened with the doubting Thomas. In the Upper Room it is the Risen Lord who shows his hands and his side for the Apostle to touch so he may be certain it was Him. However these two episodes are not in contrast; on the contrary, one helps us to understand the other. Mary of Magdala would like to have the Master again as before, she sees the cross as a dramatic event to be forgotten. But with the Risen Lord a merely human relationship is no longer possible. To encounter Him we must not go back, we must establish a new relationship with Him, we must go forward!... This happened for Thomas. Jesus shows him his wounds not that he may forget the cross, but rather to make the cross unforgettable also in the future.”
The Pope concluded urging those present to look to the future: “the task of the disciple is to bear witness to the death and resurrection of the Master and His new life … We too, like Mary of Magdala, Thomas and the other apostles, are called to be witnesses of Christ’s death and resurrection. We cannot keep such great news to ourselves. We must share it with the whole world: (Jn 20,25). May the Blessed Virgin Mary help us to experience the fullness of Easter joy so that sustained by the power of the Holy Spirit we may spread this joy everywhere”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/4/2007 - righe 39, parole 586)

15 April 2007 - Mass on the occasion of the 80th Birthday of Pope Benedict XVI  

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI presides special Concelebration of the Eucharist on the occasion of his 80th birthday: “The shadow of Peter through the community of the Catholic Church has lain over my life since the beginning, and I have realised that it is a good shadow, a shadow which redeems because ultimately it comes from Christ himself”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Sunday April 15 the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presided a special Mass in St Peter’s Square to celebrate his 80th birthday which was the next day the 16th . With the Pope there were sixty concelebrants, cardinals, archbishop and bishops of the curia and auxiliary bishops and clergy representing the Pope’s diocese of Rome. Also present a delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, led by His Eminence Ioannis (Zizioulas), Metropolitan of Pergamo, personal envoy of His Holiness Bartholomew I. At the beginning of the Mass birthday wishes were expressed to the Pope by Cardinal Angelo Sodano Dean of the College of Cardinals on behalf of all present. In his homily the Pope recalled that the 2nd Sunday of Easter used to be called ‘in Albis’ because it was the day “the neophytes put on once again the white garment received at Baptism on the Easter Vigil”. He also recalled that more recently John Paul II wished for this Sunday to be dedicated to Divine Mercy “Misericordia”: “he found that the word ‘misericordia’, summarised the entire work of Redemption giving it a new interpretation for our day … misericordia is the garment of light which the Lord gives us in Baptism. We must never allow this light fade; on the contrary day by day it must grow in us and so speak of God to the world”. The Pope said: “We are gathered here to mark the completion of a large part of my life. Of course the Liturgy should not serve to speak of oneself; but one’s life should serve to speak of the loving mercy of God.” Benedict XVI said he considered “a great gift Divine Mercy ” the fact that his birth and his new birth in baptism happened “on the same day, to mark the beginning of Easter”, it was Holy Saturday. He then thanked God for allowing him to experience the significance of "family". “That I was able to learn the meaning of fatherhood and so understand from within the Word of God the Father, the human experience opened the way to the great and loving Father in Heaven. … that I had a profound experience of the meaning of maternal goodness, to which the door is always open and so gives me freedom. I thank God for my brother and sister who stood by me and helped me faithfully all through my life” for companions, advisers, friends encountered on the path of life. The Pope thanked God that “that from the very first day of life I entered and grew up in the great community of believers where the barrier between life and death, heaven and earth is lifted”.
The first reading told how the early Christians would lay the sick along the road where Peter was passing so that his shadow would heal them. The Pope said: “The shadow of Peter through the community of the Catholic Church has lain over my life since the beginning, and I have realised that it is a good shadow, a shadow which redeems because ultimately it comes from Christ himself”
... today we seek the shadow of Peter in order to be in the light of Christ!”
Recalling the invocation of the Saints during his priestly ordination at the cathedral of Frisinga, in 1951 the Pope said “it was a consoling to know that the protection of the Saints of God, the God of the living and the dead, was being invoked on us. I knew I would never be alone. And what confidence came from the words of Jesus … He the Lord is not only the Lord he is our Friend. He has placed his hand upon me and will never leave me … friendship with Jesus Christ is friendship with the One who makes us people able to forgive, the One who forgives us, who lifts us up from our weakness and in this way educates us”. Last of all the Gospel where St Thomas touches wounds of the Risen Lord: “The Lord took his wounds with him into eternity - the Pope said -. He is the wounded God; he let himself be wounded out of love for us. For us His wounds are signs that he understands us and lets himself be wounded out of love for us. How we touch these wounds of his in our own day! In fact he still lets himself be wounded for us.” 
The Holy Father concluded “may divine mercy accompany us every day. If our hearts are watchful we will feel this”. Last of all he thanked those who sustain him spiritually: “who help me in my ministry with their prayers, with their faith and with their affection; who are indulgent with regard to my weakness, seeing in the shadow of Peter the good light of Jesus Christ”. The Pope closed with a prayer composed by Pope Leo the Great which he chose 30 years ago for the holy picture card printed on the occasion of his ordination as Bishop. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2007 - righe 58, parole 878)

15 April 2007 – Regina Coeli
VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Regina Cæli: “Peace is a gift which Christ gives his friends, to be a blessing for every human person and all peoples. Not peace according to the mentality of the ‘world’, but a new reality, a fruit of God’s loving mercy”

Vatican City - At the end of a concelebration of the Eucharist in St Peter’s Square on Sunday 15 April to mark his 80th birthday, Pope Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Regina Cæli midday Easter prayer. “I offer sincere thanks to everyone, the Pope said, and I extend these thanks to the whole Church, which like a real family has surrounded me with affection over the past few days”.
On the second Sunday of Easter the Pope invited those present to consider the spiritual time inaugurated by God when He raised Jesus from the dead : “The Spirit Creator, infused new, eternal life into the buried body of Jesus of Nazareth, bringing the work of creation to completion raising up the "first born": first born of a new humanity, a new world, a new era. This renewing of the world can be said in one word: the word of greeting used by the Risen Jesus, much greater than the announcement to his disciples of his victory over death: "Peace be with your!". Peace is a gift which Christ gives his friends to be a blessing for every human person and all peoples. Not peace according to the mentality of the ‘world’, as a balance of powers, but a new reality, a fruit of God’s loving mercy”. This is the peace which Jesus Christ won at the price of his blood and which he communicates to those who place their trust in Him”. 
Lastly the Pope again thanked the countless people who expressed their spiritual closeness on the occasion of his 80th birthday and the anniversary of his election as Successor of Peter and he concluded “May Mary, Mater Misericordiae, Mother of Jesus divine mercy incarnate, help us to let ourselves be renewed by the Spirit so we may cooperate with God in the work to build peace in the world, work which makes no noise but continues with countless acts of charity performed by His children”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2007; righe 22, parole 339)

16 April 2007 – The Pope's address to the College of Cardinals on the occasion of his 80th Birthday

VATICAN - “Our time, our days, the events of our life, our destiny, our actions are all in the loving hands of the Lord. It is with this great confidence that we go forward”: Benedict XVI addresses the College of Cardinals on his birthday
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On 16 April his eightieth birthday, during a special lunch with the Cardinals who reside in Rome Pope Benedict XVI said “The real gift today is prayer which gives me the certainty that I am accepted from within and above all assisted and sustained in my Petrine ministry, a ministry which I cannot carry out alone only in communion with all those who help me, also by praying, that the Lord may be with us all and with me.” The Pope thanked those present for this “moment of collegiality and authentic fraternity”, “we have truly experienced how good it is to be together... I am grateful to this experience of fraternity which I sense also in day to day life. Although we do not see one another continually, I sense and aware of your helpful collaboration. The College of Cardinals provides great and effective support to the work of the Successor of Peter.” Commenting the words of a Psalm from the Divine Office of the day, "In manibus tuis sortes meae" (Ps 31/30, 16), the Pope said: “Our time, our days, the events of our life, our destiny, our actions are all in the loving hands of the Lord. It is with this great confidence that we go forward, knowing that the Lord’s hands are sustained by the hands and hearts of all the Cardinals. This is the reason for the great joy I feel today.”
In his address the Dean of the College of Cardinals, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, expressed birthday wishes on the part of the Cardinals present in Rome and gave the Pope a gift of money collected among them to go to one of his works of charity: “I am happy to offer you a cheque of 100.000 Europe which if possible we would like you to give for the serious needs of the Christians in the Holy Land. May this gift be a small sign of the fraternal agape, that charity to which you Holy Father, so often urge us.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/4/2007; righe 23, parole 348)

18 April 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Clement of Alexandria “continues to mark with decision the path of those who intend to ‘explain the reason’ for their faith in Jesus Christ. He is an example for Christians, catechists and theologians of our day”: the Pope’s General Audience catechesis

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - After reflecting on the Twelve Apostles and then on the disciples of the latter, Pope Benedict XVI continues to focus his teaching during the weekly General Audiences on major figures in the early Church. During the audience in St Peter’s Square on Wednesday April 18 the Pope spoke about the great theologian Clement of Alexandria, born probably in Athens about the middle of the 2nd century. “From Athens he inherited a marked interest for philosophy which was to render him a herald of dialogue between faith and reason in the Christian tradition” Benedict underlined recalling while still young Clement reached Alexandria, where he was a disciple of Pantaenus, and then succeeded him as head of the Alexandrian School of Catechesis. Numerous sources say he was ordained a priest. During the persecution of 202-203 he left Alexandria and went to Cesarea, in Cappadocia, where he died in 215. The three most important works he left are the "Exhortation", "The Tutor", the "Miscellanies".
“As a whole Clement’s catechesis - the Holy Father explained - accompanies the path of the catechumen and the baptised Christian step by step because, so that with two "wings" of faith and reason, they may reach intimate knowledge of the Truth, who is Jesus Christ, the Word of God. Only this knowledge of the Person who is the truth, is ‘authentic gnosis’, the Greek word for ‘knowledge’ ‘intelligence’. This is the building constructed by reason under the impulse of a supernatural principle. Faith itself constructs authentic philosophy, that is authentic conversion on the path to be taken in life … Knowledge of Christ is not only thought it is also love which opens the eyes, changes the person and builds communion with the Logos, with the - Divine Word who is truth and life. In this communion, which is perfect knowledge and love, the perfect Christian attains contemplation, unity with God.”

The Pope then underlined that Clement upheld the doctrine according to which the ultimate destiny of man is to become similar to God. “We are truly created in the image and likeness of God however this is also a challenge, a journey; in fact the purpose of life, the final destination is really to become like God. This is possible thanks to co-naturalness with Him, which man received at the moment of creation, and therefore is already in himself,- already in himself - an image of God. This co-naturalness enables man to know divine reality and which, accepted first of all out of faith and, through lived faith, the practice of virtue, can grow and reach contemplation of God”. In the process of perfection Clement gives the moral requisite the same importance as the intellectual one: “The two go together because we cannot know without living and we cannot live without knowing. Assimilation to God and contemplation of God cannot be reached only with rational knowledge: they require a life according to the Logos a life according to the truth. And consequently good works must accompany intellectual knowledge as the shadow follows the body.”

The moral ideal of ancient philosophy, namely liberation from passions, is redefined and conjugated by Clement with love, in the continual process of assimilation with God. Thus he constructs “the second great occasion of dialogue between Christian proclamation and Greek philosophy”. As John Paul II wrote in the Encyclical Fides et ratio, “Clement of Alexandria interprets philosophy as ‘instruction which prepared for Christian faith (n. 38). And in fact Clement even goes as far as to say that God gave philosophy to the Greeks ‘as their Testament (Strom. 6,8,67,1). For him Greek philosophic tradition, almost equal to the Law for the Jews, is a source of ‘revelation’, they are two rivulets which definitively flow into the Logos. So Clement continues to mark with decision the path of those who intend "to explain the reason" of their faith in Jesus Christ. He can be an example for Christians, catechists and theologians of our day.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2007 - righe 46, parole 662)

21 April 2007 – Pastoral Visit to Vigevano and Pavia (1)
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Vigevano and Pavia “I have come here above all to encourage you to be ardent witnesses of Christ to continue to proclaim to the men and women of our beloved Italy the news, old and ever new: Christ is risen! Christ lives! Christ is with us today and for ever!”

Vigevano (Fides Service) - “Here in Vigevano, the only diocese not visited by my venerable Predecessor John Paul II, I wished to start this pastoral pilgrimage in Italy. In this way it is as if I were taking up the same path he walked in order to continue to proclaim to the men and women of our beloved Italy the news, old and ever new which resounds with particular vigour in this Easter Season: Christ is risen! Christ lives! Christ is with us today and for ever!”. With these words from the central balcony of the Bishop' Residence in Vigevano in the afternoon of Saturday 21 April the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI commenced his pastoral visit to Vigevano and Pavia addressing young people and sick people in Piazza Sant’Ambrogio.
He also mentioned the Sisters at the convent of the Perpetual Adorers of the Most Holy Sacrament whom he visited on the way to the Bishops' Residence: “their prayerful presence represents for the whole diocese a call for ever deeper awareness of the importance of the Eucharist, centre and summit of the life of the Church”. Then entrusting the sick and the suffering to the Blessed Virgin Mary and her maternal protection, he said “may it be for each of you a source of strength and comfort at times of trial”. Lastly he invited the young people present to follow the Risen Christ: “Do not hesitate to trust Him: go to meet Him, listen to Him, love Him with all your heart; in friendship with Him you will experience true joy which gives meaning and value to life.”

Immediately after this Pope Benedict XVI presided the Concelebration of the Eucharist in Piazza Ducale in Vigevano with the Bishops of Lombardy region and the priests of the diocese. In the homily he reflected on the Sunday Gospel on the third apparition of the risen Jesus and the miraculous catch of fish at the See of Galilee. “I have come among you - the Holy Father said - above all to encourage you to be ardent witnesses of Christ. Trusting acceptance of his word will render your pastoral efforts fruitful. Whenever our labouring in the Lord's vineyard appears vain, like the night's toil of the Apostles, we must never forget that Jesus is able to turn everything around in a second. The Gospel passage we have just heard reminds us on the one hand that we must undertake our pastoral activity as if everything depended entirely on our efforts. On the other hand however, it helps us to understand that true success of our mission is entirely a gift of Grace. In the mysterious plans of his wisdom God knows when it is time to intervene.”

After greeting the faithful, the various components of the diocesan ecclesial community and civil authorities, the Holy Father illustrated the concrete meaning of Christ's request to "throw out your nets". “First of all this means, as for the disciples, to believe in Him and trust in his word - the Pope said. Like them Jesus asks you too to follow Him with sincere and unswerving faith. Therefore set yourselves to listen to His word and meditate it every day”. In particular he urged the people to keep alive the “missionary enthusiasm” aroused in the diocesan community by the last Synod which ended in 1999. He encouraged the members of the diocesan community to be open to the “vast horizons of evangelisation”, operating in harmony and according to the instructions of the Bishop. “Bear one another's burdens, share, collaborate, a spirit of co-responsibility must continually animate your community. This style of communion requires the contribution of each and all” he said. Pope Benedict XVI then underlined the need to be concerned for young people - those who are ‘close’ and those who are ‘distant’ - and to promote “organic and capillary vocation pastoral to help young people searching for real meaning to give to their life”. The family “is the carrier element of social life, therefore only by working for the family can the tissue of the ecclesial community and that of civil society be renewed”. Lastly the Pope indicated the example of numerous blesseds, saints, martyrs and other sons and daughters of this part of Italy whose process of beatification is underway: “Mirror their example, they reveal the working of Grace and for the People of God they are an encouragement to follow Christ on the demanding path to holiness.” At the end of his homily the Pope entrusted the diocesan community to Our Lady of the Bozzola.

After the Mass the Pope flew by helicopter to Pavia for his first meeting with young people in Piazza Duomo. “I have come to meet you this evening to repeat an announcement which is ever young - Pope Benedict XVI said -, to entrust you with a message which, if accepted, changes life, renews it and fills it. The Church proclaims this message with special joy in this Easter Season: Christ is risen and he lives among us!”. The Pope urged the young people not to be afraid to give their lives to Christ because “He never disappoints our expectations, because he knows what is in our hearts”. The Church needs young people committed to carrying the Gospel announcement to their peers and also society, subject to countless social changes, relies on their help “to build a harmonious community less selfish and more caring, authentically inspired by the great ideals of justice, freedom and peace”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2007 - righe 60, parole 863)

22 April 2007 – Pastoral visit toVigevano and Pavia (2)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Vigevano and Pavia - “Let us thank God for the great light which radiates from the wisdom and humility of Saint Augustine and pray that the Lord may grant each of us day after day the necessary conversion and so lead us to true life”

Pavia - At 9am on Sunday 22 April the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI paid a visit to San Matteo Hospital in Pavia where he met the hospital directors, doctors, patients and some family members. To the patients who were from various parts of Italy the Pope expressed his closeness and concern: “the hospital is in a way a sacred place where we experience the fragility of human nature but also the enormous potential and resources of human intelligence and technology at the service of life - the Pope said in his address -. I sincerely hope that the necessary scientific and technological progress may be always accompanied by the awareness of promoting besides the wellbeing of the patient also those fundamental values such as respect and defence of life in every stage, on which depends an authentic human quality of the life of a community.”
Recalling Jesus' great concern for the suffering the Pontiff affirmed “the Church, following the example of her Lord, manifests a special love for those who suffer and never ceases to offer the sick the necessary assistance, aware that she is called to manifest Christ's own love and concern for them and for those who care for them”. Suffering “is accepted with love and illuminated by the faith, become a precious occasion which unites in a mysterious manner with Christ the Redeemer the Man of sorrows, who on the Cross took upon himself the pain and death of man”. Lastly Pope Benedict XVI encouraged the patients with these words: “offer the Lord the discomfort and suffering you have to face and in His plan you will be a means of purification and redemption for the whole world”.

The Pope left the Hospital and went to the Orti dell’Almo Collegio Borromeo to preside an outdoor Concelebration of Mass with the Bishops of Lombardy, the priests of Pavia diocese and many Augustinian Fathers. In his homily the Pope referred to Peter's witness before the Sanhedrin to the Risen Christ. “The two words ‘conversion’ and ‘forgiveness of sins, correspond to two of Christ's titles ‘head’ and ‘saviour’, are the key-words of Peter's catechesis- the Holy Father explained -, words which at this moment wish to reach our hearts too. The path we must take, the path indicated by Jesus fare, is called ‘conversion’.” The Pontiff continued “in every life conversion has its own form”, nevertheless in the history of Christianity “the Lord has sent us examples of conversion, and by looking at them we find guidance”. Among these one of the greatest converts in the history of the Church is Saint Aurelius Augustine, who “belongs in a special way” to the town of Pavia, and especially from here he “speaks to all of us ”.

The Pope went on to describe the three main steps of St Augustine's conversion. “The first fundamental conversion was his inward journey to Christianity, towards the "yes" of the faith of Baptism”. Augustine lived like other young men of his times and yet he was tormented by the question of truth, he sought the truth. “Everything which did not bear the name of Christ, was not enough - the Pope explained -. "He had always believed - at times somewhat vaguely, at others more decidedly - that God exists and that He looks after us. But truly knowing God and really becoming familiar with Jesus Christ, to reach the point of saying 'yes' to Him with all the consequences it brings: this was the great interior struggle of the years of his youth. He tells us that through Platonic philosophy he learned and recognised that "in the beginning there was the Word" - the Logos, creative reason. But philosophy indicated no way to reach it; this Logos remained distant and intangible. Only in the faith of the Church he found the second essential truth: the Word was made flesh. And thus he touched the Word, we touch the Word. To the humility of the incarnation of God must correspond the humility of our faith”.

The second conversion was in Africa, where Augustine returned after his baptism and founded a small monastery where he intended to live his life conversing with God, in reflection and contemplation. In 391 AD, while taking part in the Sunday liturgy in the cathedral of Hippo he was recognised and led before the Bishop to be consecrated a priest at the service of that city. “The great dream of a contemplative life had vanished - the Pope said - and the life of Augustine was radically changed. Now he was to live with Christ for all. He would have to translate his knowledge and sublime thoughts into the thoughts and language of the simple people of his town … This was the second conversion that this man, struggling and suffering, had to continually achieve: again and again be there for all; again and again, with Christ, offer his life, to enable others to find Him, the true Life.”

The third decisive lap on Augustine's path of conversion came after a period of serious study of the Sacred Scriptures, in the first cycle of homilies on the Sermon on the Mount. “In these homilies one can still hear all the enthusiasm of the faith just discovered and lived: the firm conviction that the baptised Christian, living completely according to the message of Christ, can be, ‘perfect’. About twenty years later Augustine wrote a book entitled The Retractions, in which he undertakes a critical survey of his writings, making corrections where, in the meantime, he had learned something new”. Augustine wrote that the words of the Sermon on the Mount are totally realised only in Jesus Christ. Instead the whole Church must pray every day: “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”. “Augustine had reached another grade of humility … the humility of recognising that he and the whole of the pilgrim Church needed continually the loving mercy of a God who forgives; and we - he added - become like Christ, the Perfect One, in the greatest possible measure when we become like Him people of mercy. Let us thank God for the great light which radiates from the wisdom and humility of Saint Augustine and pray that the Lord may grant each of us day after day the necessary conversion and so lead us to the true life.”
At the end of the Eucharistic Concelebration, introducing the midday Marian prayer of the Regina Caeli, Pope Benedict XVI made a special mention of those who prepared the liturgy, the elderly and the sick, the communities of enclosed religious, the guests at the home Torre del Gallo, who “sent me a lovely letter ”. The Pope said he hoped the young people present “would be ever more aware of the joy which comes from following Jesus and becoming his friend”, this same joy led the Pope to write his recent book “Jesus of Nazareth”, which he ideally consigned to the young people “may it accompany the journey of faith of the young generations”. The Pope concluded entrusting the diocese of Pavia to the Blessed Virgin Mary: “May she obtain for all peace and comfort ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2007 - righe 79, parole 1.174)

22 April 2007 – Pastoral Visit to Vigevano e Pavia (3)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Vigevano and Pavia - “Here, before the tomb of Saint Augustine I would ideally consign to the Church and to the world my first Encyclical, which contains precisely this central message of the Gospel: Deus caritas est, God is love”

Pavia - In the afternoon of Sunday 22 April the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI went to the University of Pavia, “one of the oldest and most illustrious Italian universities”, where he met the local world of culture. “Every university has an inborn community vocation - the Pope said in his address to docents and students -, it is in fact a universitas, a community of docents and students committed to the search for the truth and the acquisition of higher cultural and professional competence. The centrality of the person and the community dimension are the two co-essential poles for the valid structuring of universitas studiorum”.

From this structure flow certain applications indicated by the Pope: “only by placing at the centre the person and valuing interpersonal dialogue and relations is it possible to overcome specialistic fragmentation of disciplines and to retrieve the unity perspective of knowledge… Secondly, it is fundamentally important for scientific research to be open to the existential request for meaning for the life of the person… Thirdly, only by valuing the person and interpersonal relations, can the didactic relationship become a relationship of education, a path of human maturation”. Referring to Saint Augustine, the University's co-patron saint, the Holy Father recalled that the saint's existential and intellectual journey reveal “fruitful inter-action between faith and culture. Saint Augustine was a man animated by a tireless desire to know the truth, to discover what is life, to know how to live and to know man. And precisely because of his passion for man he necessarily sought God, because only in the light of God can the greatness of man, the beauty of the adventure of being also fully appear”. Saint Augustine moved from a life based on research to a life given entirely to Christ and so a life for others, the Pope concluded, saying he hoped the saint would be a “model for dialogue between reason and faith, a model of broad dialogue, which alone can find the truth and so also peace”, and that the University of Pavia would "distinguish itself always for special attention for the person, its marked community dimension in scientific research and fruitful dialogue between faith and culture ”. 
The Pope then left the University and went by Pope mobile to the Basilica of St Peter Ciel d’Oro, Golden Heavens, to preside the celebration of Vespers with the Augustian Fathers, diocesan priests, religious, consecrated persons and lay persons, during which the Pope incensed the Urn containting the earthly remains of Saint Augustine and lit a large candle which from now on will always burn at the side of the tomb. In his homily during this final event of his pastoral visit, the Holy Father explained the reason for his journey to Pavia, to venerate the earthly remains of Saint Augustine: “to pay homage on the part of the whole Catholic Church to one of her greatest 'fathers', and express my own devotion and gratitude to one who played a major part in my life as a theologian and a bishop, and I would say, even before as a man and a priest”. From the tomb of the “Doctor gratiae”, Pope Benedict XVI re-launched “a significant message for the life of the Church” which comes from the encounter between the Word of God and the personal experience of the Bishop of Hippo: Saint Augustine found in Jesus Christ, incarnate Word, the Lamb, immolated and risen, the revelation of the face of God who is Love. The Pope concluded: “Here, before the tomb of Saint Augustine I would ideally consign to the Church and to the world my first Encyclical, which contains precisely this central message of the Gospel: Deus caritas est, God is love” (1 Jn 4,8.16). This Encyclical, especially the first part, owes much to the thought of Saint Augustine, who was in love with the Love of God, of which he sang, meditated, preached in all his writings and above all bore witness to in his pastoral ministry”. Following the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and his Predecessors, Pope Benedict XVI said he was convinced “humanity today needs this essential message incarnated in Jesus Christ: God is love. From this everything must start and to this must everything lead … this then is the message which still today Saint Augustine repeats to the whole Church and especially to this diocesan community which preserves his relics with such veneration: Love is the soul of the life of the Church and her pastoral activity.” Discipleship of Christ “is first of all a question of love" the Pope said, urging the diocesan community to follow in the footsteps of Augustine announcing “frankly the "good news" of Christ, his proposal for life, his message of reconciliation and forgiveness”. Then, appreciating the pastoral goal to lead people to Christian maturity, the Pope said “the Church is not merely an organisation of collective events, or, the opposite, the sum of individuals who live a private religiosity. The Church is a community of persons who believe in the God of Jesus Christ and strive to live in the world the commandment of charity which He gave us”. After encouraging those present to “advance in personal and community witness of industrious love”, the Pope concluded: “Let us set out from here carrying in our hearts the joy of being the disciples of Love ”. 

At the end of Vespers the Pope said goodbye to the Community of the Augustinian Fathers, and then stopped to say a few final words to joyous flag waving crowds including many families and children who had waited for hours outside the Basilica to catch a glimpse of the illustrious visitor, before returning by Pope mobile to nearby sports-ground to board helicopter for Milan and then a plane for Rome. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2007 - righe 60, parole 883)

24 April 2007 – Letter to the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany

VATICAN - Pope Benedict' s letter to Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany “I welcome the fact that the question of poverty, with specific reference to Africa, now appears on the agenda of the G8”

Vatican City - Made public today a letter addressed by Pope Benedict XVI to Dr Angela Merkel, the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, dated 16 December 2006, on the occasion of the German presidency of the European Union and the Group of the seven leading economic powers plus the Russian Federation (G-8). The Pope expresses the Catholic Church's appreciation and encouragement for the intention expressed by the government of the Federal Republic of Germany, and shared by the other G-8 members, to keep the question of global poverty on its agenda and make assistance to the Continent of Africa a key priority.

"I welcome the fact that the question of poverty, with specific reference to Africa, now appears on the agenda of the G8 - the Pope writes in the Letter - indeed, it should be given the highest attention and priority, for the sake of poor and rich countries alike.”. Governments of poorer countries have a responsibility with regard to good governance and the elimination of poverty, as the Holy See has often said, but to reach this goal "the active involvement of international partners is indispensable. It is a grave and unconditional moral responsibility, founded on the unity of the human race, and on the common dignity and shared destiny of rich and poor alike, who are being drawn ever closer by the process of globalisation" - the Holy Father continued.

The Holy Father underlined that "trade conditions favourable to poor countries, including, above all, broad and unconditional access to markets, should be made available and guaranteed in lasting and reliable ways”; provision must be made for the rapid, total and unconditional cancellation of the external debt of the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) and of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Measures should also be adopted to ensure that these countries do not fall once again into situations of unsustainable debt.”. The Pope urges developed countries to keep the commitments assumed in the field of aid for development. In the field of healthcare a substantial investment of resources for research and for the development of medicines to treat AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other tropical diseases is needed. Especially urgent “the discovery of a vaccine against malaria”. “There is also a need to make available medical and pharmaceutical technology and health care expertise without imposing legal or economic conditions.”.

Lastly the Letter reminds the international community of its duty to "continue to work for the substantial reduction of both the legal and the illegal arms trade, the illegal trade of precious raw materials, and the flight of capital from poor countries, as well as for the elimination of the practices of money-laundering and corruption of officials of poor countries.”. The Holy Father concludes recalling that the elimination of extreme poverty by 2015 is “one of the most important tasks in today’s world”, shared by religions and cultures, together with the conviction that “such an objective is indissolubly linked to world peace and security”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2007, righe 35, parole 621)

24 April 2007 – Audience to the president of the Palestinian Authority

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives in audience the president of the Palestinian Authority.

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On 24 April the Holy See Press Office published the following communiqué on the Pope's audience with Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen), president of the Palestinian Authority. "This morning, the Holy Father Benedict XVI received in audience Mahmoud Abbas, president of the Palestinian Authority, accompanied by his entourage. President Abbas then went on to meet Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B., who was accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. In the course of the cordial discussions, attention turned to the situation in the Middle East. Particular appreciation was expressed for the commitment - thanks also to the help of the international community - to re-launch the peace process between Israelis and Palestinians. Talks also dwelt upon the internal Palestinian situation with reference, among other things, to the difficulties faced by Catholics, and the value of their contribution to that society.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2007; Righe 11, Parole 153)

25 April 2007 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope's catechesis at the general audience: Origen reminds us “through prayerful reading of Scripture and consistent commitment in life, the Church is ever new, ever young ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Origen of Alexandria, “a personage who was determinant for the development of all Christian thought ”, was the subject the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI chose for his catechesis during the Wednesday audience on 25 April. “He was a true "master" - the Pope explained -, not only a brilliant theologian, but also an exemplary witness to the doctrine he transmitted … In the year 250, during the persecution of Decius, Origen was arrested and cruelly tortured. Weakened by the sufferings undergone he died a few years later. He was not even seventy years old.”
The Pontiff then dwelt on the importance of the " irreversible change" which Origen impressed on the history of theology and Christian thought: “It corresponds in substance to the foundation of theology in the explanation of the Scriptures. For him theology was essentially to explain, understand Scripture; or we could also say that his theology is a perfect symbiosis between theology and exegesis 
Saint Jerome lists the titles of 320 books and 310 homilies by Origen, of which unfortunately the greater part have been lost. His range of interest is extremely varied, it extends from exegesis to dogma, philosophy, apologetics, ascetics and mystics. As the Holy Father said, “the inspiring nucleus is the "triple reading" of the Scriptures developed by Origen during his life… First of all he read the Bible to examine the text and offer the most reliable edition. This, for example, is the first step: to know what is really written and know what this scripture intentionally or initially wishes to say … Secondly Origen read the Bible systematically with his famous Commentaries. They reproduce faithfully the explanations which the master offered during his lectures, in Alexandria and in Cesarea. Origen proceeds almost verse by verse, in a meticulous, broad and profound manner with notes of philological and doctrinal character. He works painstakingly to discover exactly what the sacred authors wish to say … Lastly Origen devoted much time to preaching the Bible adapting himself to a variously composite audience”. 
The Pope underlined that Origen “takes every opportunity to recall the diverse dimensions of the meaning of Sacred Scripture, which help or express a path of growth in the faith ”, that is the "literal" sense, the "moral" sense and lastly the "spiritual" sense . “It is the Holy Spirit who helps us understand the Christological content and so the unity of the Scripture in its diversity”. With this method Origen “manages effectively to promote ‘Christian reading of the Old Testament”, blunting the challenge of those heretics who put the two Testaments in opposition and then rejected the Old one" the Pope concluded inviting those present to welcome “the teaching of this great master of the faith. He reminded, us with deep enthusiasm, that through prayerful reading of the Scriptures and consistent commitment in life, the Church is ever new and ever young. The Word of God which is never old and never ended, is a privileged means for this goal … Let us pray the Lord will give us today thinkers, theologians, exegetes who find this multidimensional nature, this permanent relevance of Sacred Scripture, its newness for today. Let us ask the Lord to help us read Sacred Scripture in a prayerful manner, to nourish ourselves with the true bread of life, his Word.” 
After greeting groups from various countries in different languages the Pope mentioned the Road Safety Week launched by the United Nations asking those present to pray “for the dead, the wounded and their families ”, and saying he hoped “a conscious sense of responsibility towards others may bring car drivers, young people especially, to have greater respect for the Highway Code.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/4/2007 - righe 43, parole 607)



29 April 2007 – Ordination of 22 priests for the diocese of Rome

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI ordains 22 priests for the diocese of Rome: “may the certainty that Christ never leaves us and that nothing can prevent the achievement of His universal plan for salvation, be for you a source of constant consolation and steadfast hope even in times of difficulty”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In St Peter's Basilica on 29 April, the 4th Sunday of Easter, also called Good Shepherd Sunday, the Pope told the 22 deacons of Rome diocese he was about to ordain to the priesthood “The Sacrament of Holy Orders which you are about to receive will enable you to participate in Christ's own mission; you will be called to sow the seed of his Word - the seed of the Kingdom of God -, to dispense God's mercy and to nourish the faithful at the table of his Body and his Blood”. This Sunday was also the Church's World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Concelebrating with the Pope Cardinal Camillo Ruini, Vicar General of His Holiness for the Diocese of Rome, the auxiliary bishops, rectors of seminaries and the parish priests of the deacons to be ordained.

The Holy Father remarked on the “ theological density ” of the Sunday Gospel in which Jesus says he is the Good Shepherd who gives eternal life to his sheep (cfr Jn 10,28). “The image of the shepherd is firmly rooted in the Old Testament and it is dear to Christian tradition” said the Pope underlining that the title "shepherd of Israel" is of unquestionable messianic relevance, since “Jesus is the true Shepherd of Israel… significantly to the term "shepherd" the evangelist adds the adjective kalós "beautiful", which he uses solely when referring to Jesus and his mission… Christ is the real Good Shepherd who gave his life for his sheep - for us - immolating himself on the Cross. He knows his sheep and they know Him, as the Father knows Him and He knows the Father. Rather than merely intellectual knowledge, this is a profound personal relationship; knowledge of the heart, proper to one who loves and is loved; of one who is worthy of trust and who knows he too can trust”.
The Pope said to the deacons he was about to ordain: “may the certainty that Christ never leaves us and that nothing can prevent the achievement of His universal plan for salvation, be for you a source of constant consolation and steadfast hope even in times of difficulty. The Lord's goodness is with you always and it is powerful”. He then reminded the future priests that to be worthy ministers of the Lord it is necessary to nourish oneself “incessantly with the Eucharist, source and summit of Christian life Referring to the First Reading, - "The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit " (13,52) -, the Pope continued: “Despite misunderstandings and contrast, the apostle of Christ never loses his joy, indeed he is a witness to the joy that comes from being with the Lord, from love for Him and for others”. This year's theme for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations was "Vocations at the service of the Church communion", and during his homily the Pope underlined the importance of prayer “so that those chosen for such a lofty mission may always be accompanied by the prayerful communion of all the faithful” and “attention for vocations and the formation of priests may increase in every parish and Christian community: this starts in families, continues at the seminary and involves all who have at heart the salvation of souls ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/4/2007; righe 36, parole 537)

29 April 2007 – Regina Coeli

VATICAN - At the midday Regina Caeli prayer the Pope urges the faithful to pray for young men preparing for the priesthood, for Formators at Seminarians and for families “so that in families seeds of the call to the priestly ministry may continue to flower and ripen ”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “All the faithful are encouraged to pray especially for vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life”: Pope Benedict XVI said as he prepared to lead the recitation of the midday Regina Caeli prayer with the crowds gathered in St Peter's Square on Sunday 29 April, the Church's World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
The Holy Father greeted affectionately the 22 new priests he had just ordained in the Basilica and he urged those present to “pray for those whom the Lord calls by name…that they may become "fishers of men", that is His closest collaborators for announcing the Gospel and the service of the Kingdom of God in our day”. In particular he asked those present to ask God to grant priests “the gift of perseverance: that they may remain faithful to prayer, may celebrate Holy Mass with every greater devotion, may live a life of listening to the Word of God and assimilate day by day the sentiments and attitudes of Jesus the Good Shepherd ”.

Then Pope Benedict XVI urged the faithful to pray for young men preparing for the priesthood, for Formators at Seminarians and for families “so that in families seeds of a call to the priestly ministry may continue to flower and ripen”. The theme of this year's Day of Prayer for Vocations, "The Vocation at the service of the Church as communion " , recalls the Vatican II affirmation which presents the mystery of the Church in our day, through the category of "communion". “In this perspective the rich variety of the gifts and ministries in the People of God assumes great importance- the Pope said -. All baptised Christians are called to participate in the work of redemption. In the Church however some vocations are specifically dedicated to the service of communion … At the heart of the Church as communion there is the Eucharist: all these different vocations draw from this supreme Sacrament the spiritual strength to constantly build up the one ecclesial Body in charity ”. The Pope concluded asking those present to pray for the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Good Shepherd “that she may help all to welcome with joy and willingness Christ's call to become His disciples”.(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/4/2007; righe 26, parole 357)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Augustine (Saint)

“ In his book, Confessions, Augustine touchingly described the development of his conversion which achieved its goal with Baptism, administered to him by Bishop Ambrose in the Cathedral of Milan. Readers of his Confessions can share in the journey that Augustine had to make in a long inner struggle to receive at last, at the baptismal font on the night before Easter 387, the Sacrament which marked the great turning point in his life. A careful examination of the course of St Augustine's life enables one to perceive that his conversion was not an event of a single moment but, precisely, a journey. And one can see that this journey did not end at the baptismal font. Just as prior to his baptism Augustine's life was a journey of conversion, after it too, although differently, his life continued to be a journey of conversion - until his last illness, when he had the penitential Psalms hung on the walls so that he might have them always before his eyes, and when he excluded himself from receiving the Eucharist in order to go back once again over the path of his repentance and receive salvation from Christ's hands as a gift of God's mercy. Thus, we can rightly speak of Augustine's "conversions", which actually consisted of one important conversion in his quest for the Face of Christ and then in the journeying on with him. ”. (22 April 2007 – Pastoral Visit to Pavia 2) 

The Sick

“ A hospital is a place which in a certain way we might call "holy", where one experiences not only the frailty of human nature but also the enormous potential and resources of human ingenuity and technology at the service of life. 

Human life! However often it is explored, this gift always remains a mystery. I am aware that this hospital structure, your "San Matteo" Polyclinic, is well known in this City and in the rest of Italy, in particular for its pioneering surgery on several occasions. Here, you seek to alleviate suffering in the attempt to restore the person to complete health and this often happens, partly thanks to modern scientific discoveries; and here, truly comforting results are obtained. I strongly hope that the necessary scientific and technological progress will constantly go hand in hand with the awareness that together with the good of the sick person, one is promoting those fundamental values, such as the respect for and defence of life in all its stages, on which the authentically human quality of coexistence depends. Being here with you, it comes naturally to me to think of Jesus, who in the course of his earthly existence always showed special attention to the suffering, healing them and giving them the possibility of returning to a life of family and social relations which illness had compromised. I am also thinking of the first Christian community, where, as we read in these days in the Acts of the Apostles, many cases of healing and miracles accompanied the Apostles' preaching. The Church, following the example of her Lord, always expresses special preference for the suffering and, as the President said, sees Christ himself in the suffering and does not cease to offer to the sick the necessary technical assistance and human love, knowing that she is called to express Christ's love and concern for them and for those who care for them”. (22 April 2007 –Pastoral Visit to Pavia 1) 

Baptism

“ These words of the Psalm, read as a dialogue between the Risen Christ and ourselves, also explain what takes place at Baptism. Baptism is more than a bath, a purification. It is more than becoming part of a community. It is a new birth. A new beginning in life. The passage of the Letter to the Romans which we have just read says, in words filled with mystery, that in Baptism we have been “grafted” onto Christ by likeness to his death. In Baptism we give ourselves over to Christ – he takes us unto himself, so that we no longer live for ourselves, but through him, with him and in him; so that we live with him and thus for others. In Baptism we surrender ourselves, we place our lives in his hands, and so we can say with Saint Paul, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” If we offer ourselves in this way, if we accept, as it were, the death of our very selves, this means that the frontier between death and life is no longer absolute. On either side of death we are with Christ and so, from that moment forward, death is no longer a real boundary. Paul tells us this very clearly in his Letter to the Philippians: “For me to live is Christ. To be with him (by dying) is gain. Yet if I remain in this life, I can still labour fruitfully. And so I am hard pressed between these two things. To depart – by being executed – and to be with Christ; that is far better. But to remain in this life is more necessary on your account” (cf. 1:21ff.). On both sides of the frontier of death, Paul is with Christ – there is no longer a real difference. Yes, it is true: “Behind and before you besiege me, your hand ever laid upon me” (Ps 138 [139]: 5). To the Romans Paul wrote: “No one … lives to himself and no one dies to himself… Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom 14:7ff.)." (Rm 14,7s)”. (7 April 2007 – Homily during Easter Vigil Mass) 

John Paul II

“ Two years ago, at a slightly later hour than now, beloved Pope John Paul II departed this world for the house of the Father. 

With this celebration, let us first of all renew our thanksgiving to God for having given him to us for well near 27 years as a father and reliable guide in the faith, a zealous Pastor and courageous prophet of hope, a tireless witness and passionate servant of God's love. As we offer the Eucharistic Sacrifice in suffrage for his chosen soul we remember the unforgettable devotion with which he celebrated the Holy Mysteries and adored the Sacrament of the Altar, the centre of his life and of his untiring mission. ”. (2 April 2007 - Holy Mass on 2nd anniversary of the death of John Paul II) 

“ The second anniversary of the departure of this beloved Pontiff is taking place in a particularly favourable context for recollection and prayer. Yesterday, in fact, with Palm Sunday we entered Holy Week and the Liturgy makes us relive the last days of the Lord Jesus' earthly life. Today, it takes us to Bethany, where, precisely "six days before the Passover", as the Evangelist John notes, Lazarus, Martha and Mary asked the Teacher to supper. 

The Gospel account impresses an intense paschal atmosphere on our meditation: the supper at Bethany is a prelude to Jesus'death in the sign of his anointing by Mary, a homage she pays to the Teacher which he accepts as foretelling his burial (cf. Jn 12: 7). However, it is also an announcement of the Resurrection through the very presence of Lazarus restored to life, an eloquent witness of Christ's power over death. Not only pregnant with Paschal significance, the narrative of the supper at Bethany is imbued with an anguishing resonance filled with love and devotion, a mist of joy and pain: festive joy at the visit of Jesus and his disciples, at the resurrection of Lazarus and at the Passover now at hand; deep sorrow because this Passover might be the last, as they were led to fear by the scheming of the Jews who desired the death of Jesus and by the threats to Lazarus whose death they were also planning”. (2 April 2007 - Holy Mass on 2nd anniversary of the death of John Paul II) 

“ He lived his Pontificate in the sign of "prodigality", generously spending himself without reserve. What motivated him other than mystical love for Christ, for the One who, on 16 October 1978, had him called with the ceremonial words: "Magister adest et vocat te - the Teacher is here and is calling you"? On 2 April 2005, the Teacher called him again, this time without intermediaries, in order to take him home to the house of the Father. And once again he promptly responded with his brave heart in a whisper: "Let me go to the Lord" (cf. S. Dziwisz, Una vita con Karol, p. 223). He had been preparing for a long time for this last encounter with Jesus, as the various drafts of his Testament reveal. During the long periods he spent in his private chapel he spoke to Jesus, abandoning himself totally to his will, and entrusted himself to Mary, repeating the Totus tuus. Like his Divine Teacher, he lived his agony in prayer. On the last day of his life, on the eve of Divine Mercy Sunday, he asked that the Gospel of John be read to him. With the help of those who were nursing him, he wanted to take part in all the daily prayers and in the Liturgy of the Hours, he wanted to do adoration and meditation. He died while he was praying. He truly fell asleep in the Lord. ”. (2 April 2007 - Holy Mass on the 2nd anniversary of the death of John Paul II) 

Eighty Years

“ In these days illumined in particular by the light of divine mercy, a coincidence occurs that is significant to me: I can look back over 80 years of life. I greet all those who have gathered here to celebrate this birthday with me. I greet first of all the Cardinals, with a special, grateful thought for the Dean of the College of Cardinals, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, who has made himself an authoritative interpreter of your common sentiments. I greet the Archbishops and Bishops, including the Auxiliaries of the Diocese of Rome, of my Diocese; I greet the Prelates and other members of the Clergy, the men and women Religious and all the faithful present here. I also offer respectful and grateful thoughts to the political figures and members of the Diplomatic Corps who have desired to honour me with their presence. Lastly, I greet with fraternal affection His Eminence Ioannis, Metropolitan of Pergamon, personal envoy of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I. To him I express my appreciation for this kind gesture and the hope that the Catholic-Orthodox dialogue may proceed with new enthusiasm. ”. (15 April 2007 - Mass on the occasion of the Pope's 80th Birthday) 
“ We are gathered here to reflect on the completion of a long period of my life. Obviously, the liturgy itself must not be used to speak of oneself, of myself; yet, one's own life can serve to proclaim God's mercy.  "Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me", a Psalm says (66[65]: 16). I have always considered it a great gift of Divine Mercy to have been granted birth and rebirth, so to speak, on the same day, in the sign of the beginning of Easter. Thus, I was born as a member of my own family and of the great family of God on the same day.  Yes, I thank God because I have been able to experience what "family" means; I have been able to experience what "fatherhood" means, so that the words about God as Father were made understandable to me from within; on the basis of human experience, access was opened to me to the great and benevolent Father who is in Heaven. We have a responsibility to him, but at the same time he gives us trust so that the mercy and goodness with which he accepts even our weakness and sustains us may always shine out in his justice, and that we can gradually learn to walk righteously. I thank God for enabling me to have a profound experience of the meaning of motherly goodness, ever open to anyone who seeks shelter and in this very way able to give me freedom.  I thank God for my sister and my brother, who with their help have been close to me faithfully throughout my life. I thank God for the companions I have met on my way and for the advisers and friends he has given to me.  I am especially grateful to him because, from the very first day of my life, I have been able to enter and to develop in the great community of believers in which the barriers between life and death, between Heaven and earth, are flung open. I give thanks for being able to learn so many things, drawing from the wisdom of this community which not only embraces human experiences from far off times: the wisdom of this community is not only human wisdom; through it, the very wisdom of God - eternal wisdom - reaches us. ”. (15 April 2007 - Mass on the occasion of the 80th Birthday of Pope Benedict XVI's) 
The Lord's Passion 

“ Good Friday, which commemorates the events between Christ's condemnation to death and his Crucifixion, is a day of penance, fasting and prayer, of participation in the Lord's Passion. At the prescribed hour, the Christian Assembly, with the help of the Word of God and liturgical actions, renews the history of human infidelity to the divine plan, which was nonetheless brought about exactly in this way; and it listens once again to the moving narrative of the Lord's sorrowful Passion. The Assembly then addresses to the Heavenly Father a long "prayer of the faithful" which embraces all the needs of the Church and of the world. Subsequently, the community adores the Cross and receives the Eucharist, consuming the sacred species reserved from the Mass of the Lord's Supper on the previous day. In commenting on Good Friday, St John Chrysostom observes: "First, the Cross stood for contempt, but today it is something venerable; before it was the symbol of condemnation, today it is the hope of salvation. It has truly become a source of infinite good; it has freed us from error, it has dispelled our shadows, it has reconciled us with God, it has transformed us from being enemies of God to being members of his family, from being strangers to being his neighbours: this Cross is the destruction of enmity, the source of peace, the casket of our treasure" (cf. De Cruce et Latrone I, 1, 4). To relive the Redeemer's Passion more intensely, the Christian tradition has developed many manifestations of popular piety, including the well-known Good Friday processions with the evocative rites, repeated each year. However, there is one pious practice, the "Way of the Cross", which offers us throughout the year the possibility of impressing the mystery of the Cross ever more deeply on our minds, of accompanying Christ along this path and thus being inwardly conformed to him. We could say that the Way of the Cross teaches us, in the words of St Leo the Great, to "look at the Crucified Jesus with the eyes of the heart, to recognise in his flesh our own" (Talk 15, on the Lord's Passion). Precisely in this lies the true Christian wisdom which we want to learn by taking the Way of the Cross on Good Friday at the Colosseum.”. (4 April 2007 – General Audience) 
Easter

“ In the Palm Sunday procession we join with the crowd of disciples who in festive joy accompany the Lord during his entry into Jerusalem. Like them, we praise the Lord with a loud voice for all the miracles we have seen. Yes, we too have seen and still see today the wonders of Christ: how he brings men and women to renounce the comforts of their lives and devote themselves totally to the service of the suffering; how he gives men and women the courage to oppose violence and deceit, to make room for truth in the world; how, in secret, he persuades men and women to do good to others, to bring about reconciliation where there had been hatred and to create peace where enmity had reigned. 

The procession is first and foremost a joyful witness that we bear to Jesus Christ, in whom the Face of God became visible to us and thanks to whom the Heart of God is open to us. In Luke's Gospel, the account of the beginning of the procession in the vicinity of Jerusalem is in part modelled literally on the rite of coronation with which, according to the First Book of Kings, Solomon was invested as heir to David's kingship (cf. I Kgs 1: 33-35). 

Thus, the procession of the Palms is also a procession of Christ the King: we profess the Kingship of Jesus Christ, we recognise Jesus as the Son of David, the true Solomon, the King of peace and justice. Recognising him as King means accepting him as the One who shows us the way, in whom we trust and whom we follow. It means accepting his Word day after day as a valid criterion for our life. It means seeing in him the authority to which we submit. We submit to him because his authority is the authority of the truth.”. (1 April 2007 - Homily on Palm Sunday) 
“ We are still filled with the spiritual joy that the solemn celebrations of Easter truly bring to believers' hearts. Christ is risen! The liturgy devotes to this immense mystery not only a day - it would be too little for such joy-, but at least 50 days, that is, the entire Easter Season, which ends with Pentecost. Easter Sunday, moreover, is an absolutely special day which extends for the whole of this week until next Sunday and forms the Octave of Easter. In the atmosphere of Paschal joy, today's liturgy takes us back to the sepulchre where, according to St Matthew's account, impelled by their love for him, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went to "visit" Jesus' tomb. The Evangelist tells us that he comes to meet them and says: "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see me" (Mt 28: 10). The joy they felt at seeing their Lord was truly indescribable and, filled with enthusiasm, they ran to tell the disciples”. (10 April 2007 – Regina Coeli) 

“ On Easter day the Church tells us that Jesus Christ made that journey to the ends of the universe for our sake. In the Letter to the Ephesians we read that he descended to the depths of the earth, and that the one who descended is also the one who has risen far above the heavens, that he might fill all things (cf. 4:9ff.). The vision of the Psalm thus became reality. In the impenetrable gloom of death Christ came like light – the night became as bright as day and the darkness became as light. And so the Church can rightly consider these words of thanksgiving and trust as words spoken by the Risen Lord to his Father: “Yes, I have journeyed to the uttermost depths of the earth, to the abyss of death, and brought them light; now I have risen and I am upheld for ever by your hands.” But these words of the Risen Christ to the Father have also become words which the Lord speaks to us: “I arose and now I am still with you,” he says to each of us. My hand upholds you. Wherever you may fall, you will always fall into my hands. I am present even at the door of death. Where no one can accompany you further, and where you can bring nothing, even there I am waiting for you, and for you I will change darkness into light”. (7 April 2007 – Homily during Easter Vigil Mass in St Peter's) 

“ This is the joy of the Easter Vigil: we are free. In the resurrection of Jesus, love has been shown to be stronger than death, stronger than evil. Love made Christ descend, and love is also the power by which he ascends. The power by which he brings us with him. In union with his love, borne aloft on the wings of love, as persons of love, let us descend with him into the world’s darkness, knowing that in this way we will also rise up with him. On this night, then, let us pray: Lord, show us that love is stronger than hatred, that love is stronger than death. Descend into the darkness and the abyss of our modern age, and take by the hand those who await you. Bring them to the light! In my own dark nights, be with me to bring me forth! Help me, help all of us, to descend with you into the darkness of all those people who are still waiting for you, who out of the depths cry unto you! Help us to bring them your light! Help us to say the “yes” of love, the love that makes us descend with you and, in so doing, also to rise with you. Amen!”. (7 April 2007 – Homily during the Easter Vigil Mass in St Peter's) 

Priests

“ In persona Christi: at the moment of priestly Ordination, the Church has also made this reality of "new clothes" visible and comprehensible to us externally through being clothed in liturgical vestments. 

In this external gesture she wants to make the interior event visible to us, as well as our task which stems from it: putting on Christ; giving ourselves to him as he gave himself to us. 

This event, the "putting on of Christ", is demonstrated again and again at every Holy Mass by the putting on of liturgical vestments. Vesting ourselves in them must be more than an external event: it means entering ever anew into the "yes" of our office - into that "no longer I" of Baptism which Ordination to the priesthood gives to us in a new way and at the same time asks of us. The fact that we are standing at the altar clad in liturgical vestments must make it clearly visible to those present that we are there "in the person of an Other". Just as in the course of time priestly vestments developed, they are a profound symbolic expression of what the priesthood means. 

I would therefore like to explain to you, dear Confreres, on this Holy Thursday, the essence of the priestly ministry, interpreting the liturgical vestments themselves, which are precisely intended to illustrate what "putting on Christ", what speaking and acting in persona Christi, mean.”. (5 April 2007 – Homily during Chrism Mass) 
“ But with the garment of light which the Lord gave us in Baptism and in a new way in priestly Ordination, we can also think of the wedding apparel which he tells us about in the parable of God's banquet. 

In the homilies of Gregory the Great, I found in this regard a noteworthy reflection. Gregory distinguishes between Luke's version of the parable and Matthew's. He is convinced that the Lucan parable speaks of the eschatological marriage feast, whereas - in his opinion - the version handed down by Matthew anticipates this nuptial banquet in the liturgy and life of the Church. In Matthew, in fact, and only in Matthew, the king comes into the crowded room to see his guests. And here in this multitude he also finds a guest who was not wearing wedding clothes, who is then thrown outside into the darkness. 

Then Gregory asks himself: "But what kind of clothes ought he to have been wearing? All those who are gathered in the Church have received the new garment of baptism and the faith; otherwise, they would not be in the Church. So what was it that was still lacking? What wedding clothes must there be in addition?" 

The Pope responds: "the clothes of love". And unfortunately, among his guests to whom he had given new clothes, the white clothes of rebirth, the king found some who were not wearing the purple clothes of twofold love, for God and for neighbour. 

"In what condition do we want to come to the feast in Heaven, if we are not wearing wedding clothes - that is, love, which alone can make us beautiful?", the Pope asks. A person without love is dark within. External shadows, of which the Gospel speaks, are only the reflection of the internal blindness of the heart (cf. Hom. 38, 8-13). 

 (cfr Hom. 38, 8-13)”. (5 April 2007 – Homily during Chrism Mass) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission
Beijing - Catholics in Beijing celebrated Easter with joy and deep emotion. "Joy because after so much suffering in his passion Christ is risen and this reflects on our own faith life and gives us new hope. Emotion was aroused by the presence of numerous new members welcomed into the Catholic community. The zeal of the new faithful was a spur to continue efforts of new evangelisation", said a local Catholic priest whose voice betrayed the fatigue of the strenuous Easter Liturgies. "I like the other priests lost my voice, hearing confessions, preparing and celebrating Mass, but the fruits of evangelisation thanks to the Risen Lord are a great reward". In some rural parishes the Easter vigil Mass lasted up to 5 or 6 hours: "but the joy was so great that no one noticed the passing time. After Mass there were refreshments, decorated Easter eggs, sometimes a meal. Some more elderly parishioners preferred to remain in the church to wait for the early morning Mass on Easter Sunday. The Liturgies were attended by faithful of all ages, churches were filled to capacity. People greeted and helped one another. Some with baggage were clearly immigrant workers. 

"The strong faith of our people is encouragement for us" the priest said. “Our catechumens and newly baptised Catholics are ever more numerous, better formed, whole families are baptised, and their faith is founded because they have been well prepared and many have sought at length for a truly spiritual life. They have at last discovered in Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and Life and their faith is firm. This is a new challenge for the clergy. Well prepared faithful demand more from priests, first of all a life style consistent with the Gospel”. The priest concluded: “Baptisms were so numerous this year, 150 in Holy Saviour parish alone. This enables us to look to the future with the joy of the Risen Lord and of the Holy Spirit, and we look forward to receiving a letter from Pope Benedict XVI ”. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 11/04/2007 Righe: 41 Parole: 516)”. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 11/04/2007 Righe: 41 Parole: 516)
Life

Life

Mexico City – “We must say once again in the name of the Church that to have recourse to abortion in any form, to propose and assist abortion is immoral … people who do commit a seriously evil action ": this statement was issued by Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera Archbishop of Mexico City, with the Bishops' Commission Pro-Life a few days before Parliament is due to discuss an extension of legal abortion. In his homily on Palm Sunday the Cardinal defended the Church's right to express her opinion particularly with regard to threats to life. The Cardinal said "life is a gift of God our Father and the Church cannot tolerate any attacks on life, homicide, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, voluntary suicide". The Cardinal asked Catholics to promote a culture of life and to play an active part to protect human life. 

At the end of the Mass Auxiliary Bishop Marcelino Hernández, read out a Bishops' statement pro life, "at this time when our society is discussing such an important social and moral questions as the legalisation of abortion, we address all consciences…every human person is entrusted to the maternal concern of the Church and therefore any threat to the life or dignity of a human person challenges the Church's mission to serve humanity". The statement recalls that life is not only of value for believers, "it is a fundamental human value which must be respected and protected in a democratic society". The Bishops say they understand the anguish of abandoned pregnant mothers who are tempted to see the elimination of the little life they carry as the only solution. But abortion is even more serious and harmful than being abandoned “it leaves permanent scars on mind and body and provokes even greater anguish and desperation”. 

“Every Mexican should be deeply concerned - the statement continues - that in the name of the right to individual freedom, the state is considering granting not only impunity, but even authorisation to commit in all freedom, free of charge at public health centres crimes against innocent unborn child ". The Bishops recall an exhortation of John Paul II: “No Mexican must dare to attack a human life which is growing in the mother's womb”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2007; righe 32, parole 461)
Mexico City - In several statements issued during their recent plenary assembly the Catholic Bishops of Mexico expressed serious concern for the tragedy of abortion, at present the subject of nation wide public discussion, and for the spiral of growing violence and general social degradation in the country, and confirmed the vital importance of the now imminent 5th General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops' Conferences next month in Brazil.    

“Protecting the Little Ones” is the title of a statement addressed to all Mexicans in which the bishops expressed “serious concern for human life”, and the need to protect it. "Every day we see initiatives, declarations, concrete measures to promote respect for human rights" the bishops said, but, “we are letting ourselves be invaded by modes of thought and action which continue to configure the culture of death", with " legal norms which claim to consecrate principles contrary to the fundamental right to life". The bishop reaffirmed "no motive, however legitimate it may appear, can ever justify deliberately provoked abortion". "Science confirms - the bishops continued - that even before birth, the conceived human being is a person who has the full and inalienable right to be born and to live, and therefore it is society's duty to guarantee every human life adequate protection ". “If it allows abortion, - the Bishops said - the state will be introducing a principle which legitimates violence on the most defenceless of human beings, it will fail its duty to protect the rights of the weakest citizens and change the Rule of Law into the law of the 'stronger man wins'”. The bishops said society must "safeguard and transmit human values and sustain in the mind of the nation respect for human life from its origin".   


In another statement "To Believe in God is to Believe in Life " the bishops expressed concern for the situation of spreading violence, organised crime, drug trafficking, corruption, terror, and arms race and they said. "These are sins which reveal a deep crisis due to a loss of the sense of God", the faith professed by Catholics has been separated from day to day living. At the same time the bishops thanked those who risk their own lives to provide security for others, and urged all Mexican Christians not to expect "others to find solutions these problems must be faced by all together". They ask those involved in drug trafficking to change and convert their hearts to God's love. "Let us propose a culture of life anchored to the reinvigoration of the family, nucleus of social harmony, transmitter of cultural, moral social and spiritual values.". The Bishops concluded: "We call civil and business organisations, institutes of education, the media, our political leaders to join forces in a National Peace and Justice Crusade". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/4/2007; righe 32, parole 461)  
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Diocesan stage of the Cause of Beatification of John Paul II concluded; Cardinal Ruini: “from contact with Karol Wojtyła there emerged and continues to emerge a flood of impulse to live the Gospel:”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - On Monday 2 April, at 12 noon, in the Basilica of St John Lateran there was the closing of the diocesan investigation on the life, virtues and fame of holiness of the Servant of God John Paul II, the first stage of the process of canonisation. Cardinal Vicar Camillo Ruini, President of the Diocesan Tribunal which examined material with regard to the figure and work of John Paul II, dwelt on some traits of the late Pope's spiritual figure. “At the beginning, the heart and the summit of this portrait - said Cardinal Ruini - there can only be Karol Wojtyła 's personal relationship with God: already in childhood a strong, intimate and profound relationship which then never ceased to develop and produce fruits in every dimension of his life… In the certainty of being loved by God and in the joy of corresponding to this love, Karol Wojtyła found the sense, unity and purpose of his life.”

Looking at the various aspects under which the late Pope's relationship with God was expressed, Card. Ruini said “first of all the authentic gift of the taste and the joy of prayer, which Karol Wojtyła had since he was a boy and to which he remained faithful in his dying moments”. Prayer which had two dimensions: a dimension of time dedicated exclusively to prayer and the extraordinary ease with which he combined prayer with work, “so that work was not only offered to God, it was penetrated, imbued with prayer… His prayer was inhabited by a host of people of every nation and condition who turned to him to obtain help from God, physical or spiritual health for their loved ones”. A second component was freedom, “an extraordinary interior freedom, expressed in various directions”, beginning with his attitude to material things: “he lived in poverty, spontaneously without effort, he seemed to have need of nothing, he was completely detached from money and material things”. He was also detached and free from self, he never sought his own success or realisation, and free with regard to others: “He was ready to listen to accept criticism, he sought collaboration of his co-workers but respected their freedom, although he was autonomous in making the final decision… dictated from no other concern than that for the Gospel and the good of humanity ”. 

A man who loved God with the intensity of John Paul II could not fail to be an exemplary witness for others of fidelity. Since childhood “his life overflowed with this witness” said Cardinal Ruini: material assistance to the poor and the needy, profound concern for the sick, all forms of concern for the various difficulties of people. “His heart was truly given to the poor, the little ones and the suffering, and this explains the spiritual affinity he felt with Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Karol Wojtyła was animated with Christian love offering everything first of all to Jesus Christ, Bread of life and Redeemer of mankind.”

Pope John Paul II was a “spontaneous communicator” of the Gospel to all people, at all times, Cardinal Ruini said “He launched the great programme of ‘new evangelisation' and he was the first to dedicate himself personally to it with his continual missionary journeys. In particular he sought tirelessly to give new impulse to the Christian faith in Europe weighed down by secularism and from his heart there came that wonderful evangelising 'invention' World Youth Days a universal expression of his special love for young people.”

“Faith in Christ united with love and passion for mankind” drove John Paul II to take up the defence and promotion of the dignity and rights of individuals and peoples; to work strenuously for peace in the world and that religions would be channels of peace rather than intolerance and violence; to lead the great battle for human life and for the family, against abortion and any other forms of negation of life. “In all his activity as a Christian and a Bishop, love for the Church was an essential “inner” dimension of his relationship with God in Jesus Christ… his apostolic journeys and his visits to Rome's parishes were, inseparably, work of evangelisation and an act of love and service for the Church in the different parts of the world”. Cardinal Ruini recalled that “his dedication to the ecumenical cause, and the request for forgiveness for sins committed by the sons and daughters of the Church, expressed his will, meek but determined to become like Christ, to follow Him and to walk the 'way' who is Christ himself ”.

The last chapter of his earthly life was one of suffering, present in his life already when he was a boy. “The Pope suffered in body and in spirit, seeing himself increasingly obliged to reduce commitments connected with his mission... But he bore sickness and physical pain with great serenity and patience, with authentic Christian virility, continuing tenaciously to fulfil his duties as far as possible, without making the burden of his illness weigh on others … Truly Karol Wojtyła learned to make room for suffering and the cross not only from his own life but also, and more profoundly, from his own spirituality and the personal relationship interwoven with God ”.

At the end of his address Cardinal Ruini thanked those who with him had undertaken and completed such an 'enormous task' in such a short time. “However I would add that the task was both stimulating and exciting - the Cardinal concluded - , because from contact with Karol Wojtyła there emerged and there continues to emerge a flood of impulse to live the Gospel: in this sense I would say that our  work in these twenty one months was easy, it had the ease of tasks which bring joy”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2007 - righe 71, parole 1.025)

See Address of Card. Ruini in Italian http://www.fides.org/ita/documents/com2007_04_02.pdf
VATICAN – A first approach to the “Jesus of Nazareth” of Benedict XVI – 

Rev. Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Fourteen years ago Jacob Neusner the world’s most renowned scholar on Judaism in the first centuries of the Christian era, published with the title A Rabbi talks with Jesus, which the then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger considered the most important for Jewish-Christian dialogue, among those published in that decade. He affirmed among other things that the book’s absolute intellectual honesty, precision of analysis, respect for the other party as well as a deeply rooted loyalty to the authors own position, made it a challenge especially for Christians, who should reflect well on the contrast between Moses and Jesus. I questions the author posed to us Christians are fundamental and precisely for this fruitful. Moreover the Cardinal the approach of the author who all told did not address Jesus as a fictitious historical figure, instead he gave always the right importance to the real figure of Jesus as presented in the Gospel of Matthew. 

In our opinion this “mutatis mutandis” judgement can be applied to the book “Jesus of Nazareth”, for both its contents and its method. Therefore it is to be hoped that the publication of the Pope’s book will lead people to reconsider relativistic pluralism structuring which often characterises confrontation, because its method is not scientific but merely self-referential and politically correct, nor is it an ecclesial method, since, as Saint Peter would say, it does not help us “explain the reason for our hope”. 

Now, it is urgent to present Jesus in his public life, as the Author says in the preface, “to help the reader develop a living relationship with Him ” (p. 20), and the task must be inserted in bimillenary context  of reflection on Jesus of Nazareth. In the first century of our era, to hear people speak of the resurrection of the flesh, the body and soul of the human being was the most antithetic thing which could exist for the mentality of the day. And if Christ were a semblance of God? - said no few Christians while the Apostles were still alive - could it be that God came in the flesh? And John replies: «any spirit which acknowledges Jesus Christ, come in human nature, is from God, and no spirit which fails to acknowledge Jesus is from God; ; it is the spirit of Antichrist, whose coming you have heard of; he is already at large in the world.» (1 Jn 4, 2-3). With his Gospel the apostle, an eye witness, counters the heresy called Docetism (from the Greek dokêin).

Two centuries later other Christians followers of the priest Aryan will affirm that Christ is only man; others on the contrary will state that He is only God. The Christological debate seemed concluded in the 5th century with the Council of Chalcedon, but actually in continued, in alternate stages, up to Bultmann and rationalist theologians, and all the others who distinguished and/or separated “the historical Jesus” from the “Jesus of faith ”. And today we see the same situation. Some would abolish or reduce the incarnation and the divinity of Christ in order to dialogue better with Jews and Muslims. And to think that for sustaining faith in the incarnation, Athanasius was exiled more than once, Cyril, Ambrose, Pier Crisologo bore abuse, scorn, insults and persecution ! Now Pope Benedict XVI makes no secret of his “attempt to present the Jesus of the Gospels as the real Jesus, the “historical Jesus” in the real sense of the word” (p. 18).


At this point something must be said about present day exegesis on Sacred Scripture. There is a diffused neo-Gnostic idea that to engage in history it is necessary to free oneself of any pre-comprehension or philosophical interpretation, especially in faith. A man of faith can never be serious historian! However biblical faith presupposes facts which really happened because faith is not mythical, including interventions by God and theophany: to remain with the New Testament, from the birth of Jesus from the Virgin Mary, to the institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper, the bodily resurrection of Jesus and the descent of the Holy Spirit. This does not exclude that particular aspects may need to be studied and clarified.

This means we have again the question of whether the faith is a means of knowing on the level of reason. It is difficult to understand why it should not be, since natural science acknowledges, on the basis of what is called Werner Heisenberg's principle of the uncertainty, that man knows the truth both in his objectivity and from his subjective position and with his capacity of comprehension. (1)

Therefore faith also knows. And faith is not only individual it belongs to the pilgrim People of God  in history and the exegetes who often highlight its role for formation and understanding the Scriptures inspired by God to authors among his people, should reasonably include it in the understanding of the Book.


One more point. The benefit of historical-critical exegesis and its claims to historicity and homogeneity, ends up paralysing.

For example some have reached the point of considering the books of the Bible less credible than rediscovered pharaoh's inscriptions of the Gilgamesh epoch; but archaeological discoveries do not “prove” the Bible, if anything they add tangible evidence to that of the texts, without which the former would be erratic boulders. Otherwise we would make «the Bible a closed book, whose interpretation, always difficult, would demand technical competence which would make it a field reserved for few specialists. To the latter some apply the Gospel words: “'Alas for you lawyers who have taken away the key of knowledge! You have not gone in yourselves and have prevented others from going in who wanted to” (Lk 11,52; cfr.: Mt 23,13)».(2)

De Lubac, in his book 'Storia e spirito, sull’opera esegetica di Origene', while not scorning philological, historic critical precision, affirms that the Bible can be reduced to the letter. And precisely  Origen, as all tradition, said that Scripture in some way is the body of Christ, the word of God. As in Christ there is a human nature and a divine nature, so in his biblical body there is a literal sense, “the flesh”, and a symbolic spiritual sense, “the spirit”, corresponding to the divinity of the word. The entire cosmos, life and all mankind draw origin from and focus on the unity of the Word: according to the thought of the Fathers of the Church, the whole of history is a genesis of Christ.

Sacred Scripture is valid above all for the Spirit manifested in the letter according to a comprehension which crosses space and time diagonally, from the beginning, down to our day. Scripture is the Word of God, since it re-echoes in a living body, the Church, giving her voice and opening the way to comprehension of the mysteries of the Lord which would otherwise remain sealed, hidden, and incomprehensible. Truly  «to be ignorant of the Scriptures is to be ignorant of Christ - says Saint Jerome, and - …what can I say about its doctrine on physics, ethics and logic?».(3) Reading them individually or in contrast to the Church in history has led to esoteric currents and heresies.

The interpretation of Scripture is treated by Benedict XVI of his book in this passage in Chapter 2 on The Temptations of Jesus: «The first point is the striking fact that the devil cites Holy Scripture in order to lure Jesus into his trap, [...] he presents himself as a theologian. [...] Vladimir Solov'ëv took up this motif in his short story 'The Antichrist'; The Antichrist receives an honorary doctorate in theology from the University of Tubingen and is a great Scripture scholar. Solov'ëv's portrayal of the Antichrist forcefully expresses his scepticism regarding a certain type of scholarly exegesis current at the time. This is not a rejection of scholarly biblical interpretations as such, but an eminently salutary and necessary warning against its possible aberrations. The fact is that scriptural exegesis can become a tool of the Antichrist. Solov'ëv is not the first person to tell us that; it is the deepest point of the temptation story itself. The alleged findings of scholarly exegesis have been used to put together the most terrible books that destroy the figure of Jesus and dismantle the faith». (p. 57-58).

Giuseppe Ricciotti, the author of the most well known Life of Jesus Christ written in 1941 and re-edited and printed many times even today, writes: «The Gospels narrate that the Jesus sealed in the tomb by the Pharisees is risen. History narrates that the Jesus killed successively a thousand times, showed himself every time more living than before. Since the tactic is the same, there is every reason to believe that the same will happen to the Jesus nailed again to the cross by historical criticism».

He was right, but he would have never imagined that a Pope - admittedly an exceptional thinker - would be among the artificers of a new ‘resurrection’, with the publication of the book Jesus of Nazareth which will leave its mark on the life of the readers, believers and non, in favour or against.
Therefore, Vittorio Messori is right when he says Joseph Ratzinger's book «is intended as a tool to “start from the beginning” to proceed with that re-evangelisation so pressingly invoked by John Paul II» . Not however in the ambiguity of the “new beginning”, which often conditioned even the interpretation of the Second Vatican Council, but in the happy certainty of the bimillenary continuity of the Church ever in need of reform and always the humble and convinced custodian of the Truth of God. (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2007; righe 104, parole 1466)

(1) Der Teil und das Ganze. Gespräche im Umkreis der Atomphysik, München 1969, p. 117.
(2) Pontificia Commissione Biblica, L’interpretazione della Bibbia nella Chiesa, Città del Vaticano 1993, p.      27.
(3) Prologo al commento del profeta Isaia, 1-2; CCL 73,1-3
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